
        
            
                
            
        


	Rev. J.P. Paauwe

	 

	 

	Christ precious to believers

	 

	 

	Eight sermons on 1 Peter 2:7




1st Sermon on 1 Peter 2:7, preached on the 24th of November 1932 in Rotterdam

	 

	Psalm 84 verses1, 2 and 3 were sung.

	1 Peter 2 was read.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	That it may be granted to us, all-sufficient and gracious Supreme Being, the only eternal and triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, to draw near to Thee in the knowledge and with the conviction that Thou art the God Whom Thou sayest in Thy Testimony to be. Thou speakest in Thy Word: “He that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”

	 

	Look upon us and remember us in the Son of Thy love, in Him who, because of the suffering of death, was made a little lower than the angels, but is now seated at the right hand of the Majesty in the highest heavens, where He always lives to pray for an in themselves guilty and poor people.

	 

	Thou hast preserved us, and given us not only life, but also health and strength. How many live who have been confined to a sickbed for a long time. How many have been taken away from this life. Oh, if the root of the matter is found in us, then dying is gain, for Thou blesses in Thy Word all them who die in Thee from that moment forth, and their works follow them. But, merciful God, cause us to examine that. Give us grace to ask ourselves how we came to partake of these things, and how we continually partake of them. Grant us from Thy goodness the teaching, the continual teaching of the Spirit, which Thou hast promised Thy Church, saying: “And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of thy children.”

	 

	Remember us according to the riches of Thy grace in that only Name under heaven, which is given to men, and by which we must be saved. In ourselves we are worthless, for an ox knows his owner, and the ass his master's crib, but we do not know or consider. We are anxious to maintain ourselves in our own righteousness, in our own wisdom, in making efforts to sanctify ourselves, to redeem ourselves. Ah, “If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?” But there is forgiveness with thee. In Jesus Christ, the Son of Thy love, Thou didst reconcile the world unto Thyself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and has committed unto us the work of reconciliation. All through the ages this has been preached. This has been proclaimed in all kinds of ways: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” Oh, give us by the working of the Holy Spirit to hear this voice, to follow this teaching, and let it live in us, and make us say this with the apostle: “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”

	 

	Grant us Thy Testimony in the opening of our lips. Make us speak according to the sense and meaning of Thy Spirit. Give us to preach what Thou wilt that shall be preached. Ah, teach us, both speaker and hearers, to say: “Having obtained help of God, I stand to this day.” Let us unite ourselves with the word of the Psalmist: “Life's fountain is, O LORD, with thee, and in thy light the light we see.”

	 

	Prepare a place in our hearts for Thy Word. It is preached so that we may believe it. When Thou instituted the ministry of preaching, Thou didst say: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Make us escape damnation by submitting to Thy good pleasure, revealed in the Word, in the Gospel.

	 

	Bless Thy church. Keep her standing. Make her live and walk by faith. Add to her, here and elsewhere. Remember the sick, the suffering and the dying, the oppressed, the grieving, the lonely, the despondent, the desperate. Make Thy divine kingdom come.

	Amen.

	 

	Sermon:

	 

	We call your attention to a part of 1 Peter 2 verse 7, in the beginning of this verse we find these words:

	 

	“Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.”

	 

	Psalm 119:17 and 18 was sung.

	 

	When, my respected listeners, you want to know who is meant here, who is addressed here, then we must look at what we find in the second verse of the first chapter. There it says: “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.”

	 

	“Elect.” That is: The called. Faith is the God-glorifying and soul-saving response to the calling. 

	 

	Thy voice said unto me: Do seek my face.

	I answered thee: “I will, Lord. Show thy grace;

	Be merciful to me and do not hide

	Thy face, o Lord. My God, stay at my side!” (Psalm 27:4)

	 

	“According to the foreknowledge of God the Father.” That is, according to the determination of God, according to His eternal decree. The calling is the means by which God makes His determination or counsel known to His own.

	 

	“Through sanctification of the Spirit.” Sanctification is separation. The Holy Spirit draws man. He draws him out of himself and out of all that he is, and He sets him down on Christ, so that he is in Christ. And coming into Christ, he is a separated person, the property of Christ and of God in Jesus Christ.

	 

	“Unto obedience.” That is, the obedience of the Gospel. Faith embraces the Gospel, and this embrace by faith is the obedience that God wants us to show Him. “To obey”, it says, “is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). Now you must not think that obedience would be anything else but faith. Faith is obedience; faith is doing the commandment of God. “And this is his commandment”, writes the apostle John, “That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 3:23). “And this is his commandment”, as if there were no other commandments.

	 

	“…and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.” The sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ is the reconciliation with God. The reconciliation is in the blood of Christ: “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them” (2 Corinthians 5:19). Faith takes hold of the blood or righteousness of Christ. It brings this blood on the conscience. It sprinkles the conscience with it. That is why it says “sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ”. And of this act we find a shadow under the Old Covenant in the sprinkling of blood, and that is why it is said, that grace and truth – truth, that is the fulfilment of the promise and of the shadow – have came by Jesus Christ (John 1:17).

	 

	“Unto you therefore which believe.” Faith, listeners, is the first and foremost benefit of the covenant of grace. When someone does not believe, then he is an unbeliever. You think: that goes without saying. Not in the sense that you think. By faith one becomes a complete human being. The believer is called the “man of God” (1 Timothy 6:11). Faith, we might therefore say, is the restoration, the establishment, the healing. Significantly, the apostle Paul says: “Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light” (Ephesians 5:14). He that believes not, knows not that he is a man. He does not understand that he is a creature of the God Who made heaven and earth. Besides, that the world has a Creator is hidden from him and remains hidden from him, even if he has read it thousands of times. A man who believes says: “God is a Being Who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.”

	 

	Faith is a change to man, a change in man and of man. A change not of this or that, not a change of a part, but of his person. Through true faith he is no longer the person he was. The apostle Paul says: “Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.” (Romans 7:17).

	 

	Faith means renewal. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Thus: A rebirth. The Lord Jesus Christ spoke to Nicodemus about the rebirth. Nicodemus was an educated man, a learned person. We can safely assume that he was a man of great understanding. What regeneration is, he did not know. He did not understand Christ. “How can these things be?” he asked (John 3:9). “How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?” (John 3:4). These were his questions. This was how he viewed Christ's teaching. Later on he understood, when he had received faith.

	 

	When someone believes, he understands regeneration. He who believes understands everything. He knows everything. Someone who believes can never hear something he doesn't know. If a person hears something and he has to say: “Well, I didn't know that”, then that is proof that he is not a believer. There comes a moment in the life of the elect when he says, “I didn't know anything, I never knew anything.” But from that moment he knows everything, and now comes the paradoxical, the puzzling fact: Because he knows everything, he knows nothing, and so he is seated – as far as he believes – at the feet of Christ with the prayer: “Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths” (Psalm 25:4).

	 

	Faith is absolutely necessary. In my prayer I quoted: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16).

	 

	When a man does not believe, then he is an unbeliever. Let me repeat this little phrase: when a man does not believe, then he is an unbeliever. When a person does not believe, then there is nothing that is real, nothing! Take his prayer. His prayer is not real. He cannot pray; he must pray, he cannot. God demands it, but he cannot. The Lord demands it in His Law, but he is not able to do the Law. He doesn't know what he needs. He needs faith, and he doesn't know what faith is. He doesn't know who he is. The thoughts he has of himself are not right. He doesn't know himself. He is hidden from himself, and because he is hidden from himself, the Gospel is hidden for him also. “The god of this world”, the apostle Paul wrote, “hath blinded the minds” (2 Corinthians 4:4). Nor does he know where to go, to Whom he should cry out. God is an unknown Being. How few people are there, listeners, who know that, who know that God is an unknown Being to the unbeliever. Indeed, one does not know this until God reveals Himself, because one cannot let go of the evil before one partakes of the good. That is why the apostle Paul says: “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ” (Philippians 3:7). He does not understand how true God is in a word like this: “Hear, and your soul shall live” (Isaiah 55:3). Or also in this word: “As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live” (Ezekiel 33:11).

	 

	When a man hears such statements, and when he is a religious man or has heard something of the Scriptures from his education, he says, he cries out: “What is missing?” What is missing is this: Faith! One does not believe it, one rejects it. A person who does not believe, works of himself, through himself and to himself, and he is never freed from this. He will not be freed from this in all eternity, if God does not free him from it. And he must be freed from it by the calling, that is, when God calls him out of darkness into His marvellous light (1 Pet. 2:9).

	 

	Faith is the first grace. It is also the eminent grace. It is the mother grace. The apostle Paul says: “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity” (1 Corinthians 13:13). Faith embraces the divine promise, and then comes hope. Hope is looking to God, to Him Who made the promise, the promise he embraced. And so he says: “And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee” (Psalm 39:7). So no hope without faith. That is why the apostle Paul writes, “That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12).

	 

	Faith embraces the testimony of divine love, the love which is revealed in Christ. As soon as faith has done so, one discovers that the love of God has been shed abroad in in the heart – as the apostle Paul says in Romans 5 verse 5 – by the Holy Spirit, which has been given to us. This love begets love, love of God and love of our neighbour. So without faith, there is no love. Therefore we are taught that faith works through love (Galatians 5:6). And the apostle John writes: “We love him, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19).

	 

	Faith always affects the other graces. If faith is stronger, then hope is more solid and love more fervent. The weaker that faith is, the lesser the other graces. But with this I do not want to say that someone always knows whether his faith is strong or weak. On the contrary, I maintain that if faith is very strong, we know the least about our faith. I am convinced of this! Besides, the Lord Jesus Himself said that the faith of the Canaanitish woman was a great faith (Matthew 15:28). What did she herself know about it? She was in need and without any help. And she cried out to One of Whom she knew that He could help her. “I Cried unto the LORD with my voice; with my voice unto the LORD did I make my supplication” (Psalm 142:1). I am convinced that Job's faith, when it seemed that he was forsaken of God and of His people, was strong. There is evidence enough to think so. “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13:15). “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God” (Job 19:25-26). “The root of the matter is found in me” (Job 19:28). And many other remarkable testimonies – cries we might say – there are from him. But what did he himself think of his faith? He has not thought of his faith, but he has thought of his need, and he has thought of God!

	 

	Listeners, what faith is, has not been known for a long time. People have never known very much about it; not even in the past. Not even in the days when the Reformed Church could be called a “Church”, not even then. “All men have not faith” (2 Thessalonians 3:2). And the Lord Jesus said: “Many be called, but few chosen” (Matthew 20:16). And there are plenty of examples in Scripture that tell us that faith has always been a rare thing. Did not Christ express Himself in this way: “When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). But now it is a very sad state, concerning the knowledge of faith.

	 

	Listeners, I must tell you what faith is and what it is not. I must tell you this very clearly. You will feel this for yourselves when you reflect on what I have said so far. However, we will wait until the next time, and if it pleases God we wish to speak about faith in Jesus Christ on that occasion.

	 

	But now something else. It could be that next time we are not here anymore. I would still like to proclaim to you, even if only with a single word, the full, rich Gospel. That is the greatest benefit that can be done to you. If I had to give everyone something, I would not be able to give you what I give you when I proclaim to you the Gospel, the Gospel of God's grace. If you embrace the Gospel of God's grace, then you are happy here in your unhappiness, and you would sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever (Psalm 89:2).

	 

	Of what does the Gospel speak? The Gospel is: God's grace, forgiveness of sins, right to life and all that belongs to life – because it says: “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33) – renewal, renewal in the image of God. That is the Gospel.

	 

	To whom does the Gospel speak? To the wicked. To people who feel, acknowledge, that they cannot exist before God. To people who acknowledge and confess their sins. To people who have nothing to offer. Faith is called a purchase, but a purchase without money: “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price” (Isaiah 55:1). To people who are afraid of the judgment of God and are deeply convinced in their souls that they cannot bear that judgment, and yet do not know how they will escape it. To people who need a righteousness with which they can exist before God. It is to these people that the Gospel speaks, saying: Let yourself be saved! A child, when the time comes, lets himself be helped and is clothed. If a person wants to be helped, he is also clothed. He is clothed with the righteousness of Jesus Christ. And he himself does not have to do anything. It is only a matter of needing and desiring. In the days of His abode on earth the Lord Jesus said: “What wilt thou that I should do unto thee?” Then, for example, the answer was: “Lord, that I may receive my sight” (Luke 18:41). Nobody was ever sent away. The Lord helped them all. That is how you have to come. He who comes, is helped. He who comes is already helped, for it is written: “Before they call, I will answer” (Isaiah 65:24), and: “Or ever I was aware, my soul made me like the chariots of my willing people” (Song of Songs 6:12, Dutch translation).

	 

	Divine grace is so wonderful! And from that God gets the glory, and the man who comes, the benefit. Thus the apostle Paul could ask: “For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive?” (1 Corinthians 4:7), and he let this admonition be heard: “But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord” (2 Corinthians 10:17). As with one voice, the faithful of all times have proclaimed: “In thy favour our horn shall be exalted” (Psalm 89:17). How were they able to do that? Because, when the Lord came, they saw that they were without grace. But now you must check whether you understand this. We do not come, the Lord comes. The Lord's coming causes us to come. When the Lord comes, we see that we are without grace, that we are lost people. It is all very well to say that we are a lost person, but then we do not know it yet. We only see that we are a lost person in the presence of God.

	 

	Maybe someone says: “Then I can't do anything about it!” You do not have to do anything. You only have to let yourself be helped, and then, as I have already said, God gets the glory and you the benefit, which benefit is an eternal one.

	Amen.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	That we, perfect, all-sufficient and gracious Supreme Being, may still seek Thy face before we leave this place. Thou hast made us stay here a few moments. That Thy word which went forth may have been or may yet be a blessing to us. Lord, we have been told what we have always been told: that we must believe. Oh, that by Thy grace we may have submitted, or may yet submit, to this Word, that we may believe.

	 

	Forgive us the sinfulness in our preaching, and wilt Thou teach us by what was preached. Do not let us go. Make us to be and to remain under Thy supervision and discipline. Lead us by Thy Word and Spirit, and cause us to yield to this guidance. There are all kinds of forces at work. Give it to us to discern them, for Thy sheep hear Thy voice, and a stranger they will by no means follow. One of Thy servants has said: “We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.” Then, Lord, make Thy children persevere, persevere to the end. And feed them with the word of the gospel, which is a word of grace for the guilty, a word of purification for the unclean.

	Amen.

	 

	Psalm 105 verses 4 and 5 were sung.








	2nd Sermon on 1 Peter 2:7, preached on the 22nd of December 1932 in Rotterdam

	 

	Psalm 136 verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 were sung.

	1 Peter 2 was read.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Most blessed, all-sufficient and gracious Supreme Being, eternal, only and triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Thou art worthy to receive the praise, the honour and the thanksgiving. Of Thee and through Thee and to Thee are all things.

	 

	Oh that by Thy grace it may be granted to us to seek Thee and to fear Thy name. Thou has preserved us, blessed us, and favoured us. Thou has not entered into judgment with any of us. Thy mercies are new unto us every morning. Thou has shown us in many ways that Thou art good and well-doing. Ah, that Thy goodness may lead us to repentance, that with our whole heart we may ask for Thee, with Whom is the fountain of life, in Whose light we behold the light. Look upon us and remember us in the Son of Thy love. Considered in ourselves, we are without value, less then a drop of a bucket and the small dust of the balance. We have lost our glory, because we have withdrawn from Thee. What then could still be left in us? Deliberately and freely we have withdrawn from Thee. Thus Thou would not have been unjust if Thou had rejected us, but it has pleased Thee to restore all things in the Son of Thy love. In the Lord Jesus Christ Thou didst reconcile the world to Thyself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and hast put the Word of reconciliation in us. Thou has come to us and thou comes to us with the offer of grace, of life, and of all that belongs to life. And whoever by Thy grace may perceive this, whoever finds Thee by sincere faith, he is strengthened in Thee, the all-sufficient Jehovah, and is ready to follow Thee through prosperity and through adversity. Oh, give us out of Thy fullness, bestowing upon us the righteousness of Thy Son and the indispensable working of His Spirit, Who is also Thy Spirit.

	 

	Give us Thy testimony in the opening of our lips. Make us speak according to the sense and meaning of Thy Spirit. What that means, what must be said, no one knows. That is why the apostle, and with him Thy whole congregation, said: “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God.” We would not know the latter, if the former was not made known to us, nor would we understand the former, if we did not feel by true faith that Thou art the fountain and worker of all good things. Let us therefore be active to Thy glory, and also to the profit of our immortal souls.

	 

	Great Saviour, if it is preached, if it is spoken as Thou would want it to be spoken, we still cannot but make a wrong use of things. We reject it, so that it is noticeable by every one; or we reject it, while thinking that we have accepted it. It is a wandering to the left or to the right, but wandering it is. Yet Thou has said: “I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment.” Grant that through Thy grace, for the merits of the Son of Thy eternal love. Bless, Lord, all that awaits Thy blessing and is destined to be blessed by Thee.

	 

	Sustain, strengthen and comfort Thy congregation. Thou knows where she is, for Thou knows Thine own, and Thou knows what they need. And Thou gives all that they need. Do then, O Lord, as Thou hast spoken, for Thou art the Faithful, the Unchangeable. Ah, we need not persuade Thee with many supplications. Thou does do it, and sometimes Thou does give that we ask it of Thee in faith.

	 

	Bless and remember the sick, the suffering and the dying. Have mercy on the lost, the lonely, the sick and the imprisoned. Make Thy divine kingdom come. Still add to Thy Church. Continue to draw them out of darkness and into Thy marvellous light.

	Amen.

	 

	Sermon:

	 

	We call your attention to the first words of 1 Peter 2 verse 7: “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.”

	 

	Last time we also discussed these words. We wish to continue our discourse.

	 

	Psalm 36 verse 2 was sung.

	 

	Do we know that faith is everything? Christ is everything, and God in Him, you may think. Rightly so! And faith is an embracing of the mercy of God, revealed in Jesus Christ. Faith sees Christ in the Gospel, the Father in Christ, and it embraces the Gospel.

	 

	Do you know that when one does not believe, one has nothing? Nothing but guilt? A man who does not believe, who does not appropriate God in Christ by faith, he is dead, dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1). “He that believeth not is condemned already” (John 3:18).

	 

	Faith is a demand, a demand that God makes of man. “This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” (John 6:29). And the same apostle says in one of his letters: “And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment” (1 John 3:23). Now man goes to work in his own way, and supposedly recognizing this demand, tries to believe. But nothing comes of it. He cannot. It is totally beyond his reach! The Law demands, but it gives us nothing. Faith comes from the Holy Spirit, when it pleases Him to work it. So, as we find it in Ezekiel, in the time of love (Ezekiel 16:8). For this reason the Church of Jesus Christ sings: “Through Thee, through Thee alone, of Thine eternal good pleasure” (Psalm 89:8 Dutch Psalter).

	 

	When a man believes, he is strong. He feels that he cannot be resisted by anyone, not even himself. Even if all the devils were at work, even if all the created powers could be brought together, it would not help. How does that happen? Why is that? It is because faith is not a work of man. Faith is a work of the Holy Spirit. When a man believes, is active by faith, then he is under the working of the Spirit. And that is why it is written: “Go in this thy might” (Judges 6:14), and the apostle Paul said: “For by faith ye stand” (2 Corinthians 1:24).

	 

	One must see the demand to believe, the demand that God makes of us, and then do nothing. Nothing! God demands, and again He does not demand at all. When one hears and believes this, then one understands the distinction between the Law and the Gospel. The understanding of the Law and the Gospel is not something we carry with us and of which we can say something now and then. The understanding of the Law and the Gospel is learnt in the moment God speaks to us, in the moment God deals with us. This may be an indivisible moment, this may be a few seconds. Then we learn the difference between the Law and the Gospel. In fact, we learn everything we need to learn in these moments.

	 

	When a man believes differently, when he pays attention to what people tell him to do, or when he pays attention to his conscience or to the Law, then it goes wrong. Again: then it goes wrong! One would think that if one pays attention to one's conscience, things must go well, and also if one pays attention to the Law. Beloved, we have no thoughts. We must see that we have no thoughts. One would think: “Yes, but what is the Law?” It is self, which is flesh and blood, of which it is written that it can not inherit the Kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 15:50). Beloved, if one pays attention to what people say or what people urge us to do, or pays attention to the conscience, or to the Law, and then goes to work, then the result is: accusation, accusation. Accused by God; accused by our neighbour; accused by ourselves, without humiliation of heart. The end is: despair, eternal despair!

	 

	You must not think that what I am saying to you is difficult. Perhaps you do not understand it because you want to understand it. If you did not want to understand, you would not find it difficult, but as long as you want something, seek something, desire something, it remains covered for you. True life is not that. True life is not that wanting, not that coveting. True life is the beholding, the beholding of God. When God is beheld, one does nothing. One notices, as it is written: “To hearken is better than the fat of rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). And when God speaks, one sees that there are no difficult things. There is nothing difficult in the whole universe. There is nothing in the whole Kingdom of the Holy Spirit that can be called difficult. It is all simple. Reality is simple. Everything is simple, but it must be shown to us. “I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight” (Luke 10:21).

	 

	And if it is not shown to us? Then you lean on your own understanding (Proverbs 3:5), and you walk in the light that you have kindled (Isaiah 50:11), and you will perish forever. If this were the case with you, then God would still not be the cause of your misery.

	 

	Listeners, there is what is called a faith in miracles. In the days of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in those of the apostles, it was sometimes felt that a miracle would happen. Such a belief, however, was not sanctifying. Why not? Because it took place outside of the union with Christ. Everything that takes place outside of the union with Christ is destined to perish. You do not believe that. You believe it, if you believe that Jesus Christ, with His righteousness and with all His treasures and gifts, was given to you by God, and that you have embraced God in Him. Then you believe that.

	 

	Oh, one thinks, how many pleasant things have I already experienced. What rich visions have I had at times. How often was my soul lifted up! What I pray for you is this: that God may grant that you may at one time see this as enmity against God – and how blessed you would be, how blessed you would be! And if the Supreme Being would speak one word to you, you would see. You would cast away your whole state, and come to hang as a worthless being on God's finger by a sincere faith, which is only practised by those who are nothing and have nothing, by the wicked and by those who walk in darkness and have no light (Isaiah 50:10). 

	 

	There is what is called a historical faith. One agrees with what is written in the Bible. Such a faith is not sanctifying. Why not? Because here the question does not arise: “What is my relationship to the matters? What is my relationship with God and what is the Supreme Being's relationship with me?” Such a faith is a historical faith, and this faith is not sanctifying. How much is not agreed with without answering the question whether they have a Father in heaven? And oh, beloved, if the heart cannot accept this, it will never pray. It will never pray. It cannot! That is why the apostle Paul said: “He that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). In order to truly enjoy something of God, one must first know Him. And then we read in Psalm 9 verse 10: “And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee.” Trust! What? “That Thou mayest be our merciful Father forever” (From the form of the Holy Supper, the prayer).

	 

	There is what is called a time belief. In this faith everything seems to be true. For this reason it is also called a false faith. Beloved, no one can say how strong the resemblance can be between a false faith and a true faith. Sometimes the false faith resembles the true faith almost as one drop of water to another drop of water. For sometimes in false faith there is a knowledge of guilt and sin and a knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Sometimes there is something that goes high: great joy, deep sorrow, rapture, upliftment. All these things can be found in us, and then it is still not certain that we have a true faith.

	 

	What is lacking if the faith is a false faith? Everything, everything! False faith does not change sooner or later into a true faith. True, saving, embracing faith is not something that comes later with false faith. It is something else. It is something new. What is missing when faith is a false faith? The Holy Spirit is missing. One does not have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. One does not have the Holy Spirit within. A false faith has gifts, gifts of the Holy Spirit, but where this faith is, the Holy Spirit Himself is not there. There man lives. There is the adorning of man, the strengthening of man, the establishment of man. Where the Holy Spirit is, there is the rejection of man. Where the Holy Spirit is, there is not the awakening of life, which is only a delusion, but there is a dying to self, a dying to all that is ours, so that where the Holy Spirit is, the Spirit is working in death; in a man who is dead in his trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1). Where the Holy Spirit is, there one sees death and life: death in oneself and life in God. Where the Holy Spirit is, there is only One Who lives, the One Who said: “I live, ye shall live also” (John 14:19). When faith is only a pretence, then there is no humiliation. Humiliation does take place, but this humiliation is also a sham. One does not really perish, and one does not rise in God.

	 

	Fourthly, there is a true faith, of which you can find an excellent explanation in our Heidelberg Catechism – a little book, the reading of which I cannot recommend enough. The word “catechism” sounds somewhat old-fashioned, but, beloved, you must not let that lead you astray. The poems of Homer are also old, as is the poetry of Shakespeare. No one who has knowledge of them thinks of disregarding these writings because they are old. That does happen in religion, but we should not let it influence us. If you are taught by the Spirit, we dare say that you will find in that book the writings that express what the Spirit has made known to you. This is not only to be said of the Catechism, but also of the 37 Articles of Faith, and it is also to be said of the Five Doctrines against the Remonstrants. Beloved, the description of faith that you have in the catechism, must be the description of your faith. And if your faith does not answer to the description of faith in the seventh Sunday of the Catechism, then your faith is not good, but the description in that article is good. And you must not think that in the seventh Sunday we have the description of faith in its best condition; no, it is the description of the essence of faith. It does not ask: “What is faith when it is exercised in a high degree?” It simply asks: “What is a true faith?”

	 

	True faith is referred to in the Holy Scriptures under more than one name. It is called in Titus 1 verse 1 “The faith of God's elect”. Why “God's elect”? Because only the elect are partakers of it. Apart from the elect, no one has ever had faith and no one will ever have it. The last and deepest foundation of our salvation is the eternal good pleasure of God. And if it does not please God to work faith in us, we will never have faith. That is why the Lord has willed that the preaching of the Gospel should take place where He wants it to take place. For we find these words in Acts 16 concerning Paul's second missionary journey with Silas and Timothy: “Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, after they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas” (verses 6-8). He had to go to the other side (to Macedonia)!

	 

	True faith is called “faith unfeigned” in 1 Timothy 1 verse 5. It is written in Psalm 145: “Who unfeignedly, in the midst of afflictions, continues to turn unto God's throne with his prayer” (Dutch Psalter verse 6). So you will find an answer to the question what “unfeigned” means, when this word is associated with faith. It means to need things. This is everything. To be sincere – to really need grace, forgiveness. That is faith unfeigned. And he who needs the things, receives them, for it is written: “For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened” (Matthew 7:8). From receiving grace you can certainly conclude that you need grace. You must not conclude from your crying that you need grace, for then you would measure yourself by yourself (2 Corinthians 10:12). The crying that a man sometimes makes is often an indication that he does not need it. But to be able to ask for it, because one sees that God can and wants to give it and offers it, that is to act sincerely.

	 

	It is also called, in Colossians 2 verse 12: “The faith of the operation of God.” If faith is worked, then God is present. We stand as if in the presence of the Almighty, and before we know it, we have faith. For it happens in an indivisible instant, and then the Lord Jesus Christ says – for the whole Scripture is for comfort and strength for the Lord's church – “Or ever I was aware, My soul was on the chariots of My voluntary people” (Song of Solomon 6:12, Dutch translation). But if God is not there, then faith is not worked. For the knowledge of God, as we have it through the Word, and as it is worked in us by the Holy Spirit through the Word, the knowledge of God is a part of faith. That is why the apostle Paul says: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). This is the faith of the working of God. The Lord works, and man lets himself be worked on – he does nothing. Nothing! That is why the apostle Paul describes it as follows: “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly” (Romans 4:5). Sometimes faith is contrasted to works, and sometimes faith is contrasted to sight. In the letter to the Hebrews, (Hebrews 11:1), believing is contrasted to seeing, and in the letter to the Romans, in the words quoted above, believing is contrasted to working.

	 

	One is passive when faith is worked. While faith is being worked, one rests. We rest! Do you understand: “Here the rest is granted?” (Psalm 36:2 Dutch Psalter) While faith is being worked, one rests. We rest from our own works – that is, from our evil works, from our sins. But if I only said that, I would be afraid that you would not understand. What is sin? What is the principal sin, apart from the sin against the Holy Spirit? That we do not let God work. That is why the Apostle Paul said: “For whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Romans 14:23). This is the principal sin, that we do not let God work. The best, the most beautiful, it is all sin! Augustine spoke of an exceptional sin. Yes, we can copy his saying, but whether we understand it, whether God has taught it to us, that is another question. Why is it that everything that is not of faith is an exceptional sin? Because everything that is not of faith is a rejection of God. All the doing, praying, reading, seeing the accepted things of Christ and of God through the general working of the Spirit, rejoicing over them, speaking about them among the people – that is sin! That is the principal sin, not to mention the sin against the Holy Spirit. Why is that the principal sin? Because man still persists in rejecting God, and says that it is good, although he sometimes adds: “But I miss it.” That is why it is the principal sin – apart from the sin against the Holy Spirit.

	 

	The faith of the working of God is the use of God to His glory and our salvation. If we allow God to work in us, we do not work, we stand, we sit or lie. We listen, we see, and above all: we assent. And to assent means to reject ourselves and everything we have. And that is to delight yourself in God, which is spoken of in Psalm 37 (verse 4) and in other places in the Holy Scriptures.

	 

	Beloved, I do not flatter myself that you follow these things with your mind. That is not required; that is not the intention. But it would be happiness for you and for me if we could grasp these things with our hearts, whether for the first time or by renewing. You must not think that you have to hold on to anything. You let everything go – and if you let everything go, God would work it in you. For that is our misfortune, that we want to hold on to the things in us, and hold God captive in the prison of our will, of our affections, in the prison of our own self. That is our sin. For if we can set Him free, He sets us free, and we see Him. And as we see Him, so He is. If we see Him as a Father in Christ, then we see Him truly. So the question is: How do we see Him? With enlightened judgment, with enlightened understanding, through the indwelling and working of the Holy Spirit. For the characteristic of faith is the knowledge of God, the triune God.

	 

	And if you do not understand, there is a chance every day that you will. Only God is able to do above all that we ask or think (Ephesians 3:20). But there is also the chance that you will be taken away, and well, if you have not learned it, then you are lost forever.

	Amen.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Remember us, Lord, according to the riches of Thy grace, and teach us by Thy Word and Spirit. Oh, we teach ourselves and we are taught by others – but who sees that the devil is his teacher? No man, Lord, unless he believes that Thou can and that Thou will teach him. And if he lets himself be taught by Thee, he sees that he has the devil as his teacher. Show us this to the humiliation of our hearts. Give us the light and the indwelling of Thy Holy Spirit. Then we may speak a good word of Thee and find ourselves strengthened by the grace that is in Thee.

	 

	Do not enter into judgment with us, Lord, for our good and our evil testify against us. But look upon us and remember us in the name of Him to Whom be praise, honour and thanksgiving from henceforth to all eternity, and Who is a Name above all names.

	Amen.

	 

	Psalm 118 verse 11 was sung.








	3rd Sermon on 1 Peter 2:7, preached on the 19th of January 1933 in Rotterdam

	 

	Psalm 33 verses 8 and 9 were sung.

	1 Peter 2 was read.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	That it may be granted us, gracious, all-sufficient and blessed Supreme Being, through Thy grace to draw near to Thee and to send up our prayers to Thee. Look upon us and remember us in that only name under heaven, which is given among men, whereby we must be saved. Give us out of Thy fullness, that we, being guided and influenced by Thy grace and Spirit, may be active unto Thy glory and the salvation of our immortal souls.

	 

	Thou art God, the Creator of all things. Thou art the faithful maintainer of all who, by Thy grace, cleave to Thee. Thou will not abandon the works of Thy hands. Thy goodness is from everlasting, and thy mercy is spread over all thy works. “All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall bless thee.”

	 

	Thou has preserved us and given us life and also strength. Many have been taken from this life. Many are confined to a bed through sickness. Thou does still make us go in and out. Thou has also brought us to this place, that we may hear Thy divine and blessed gospel. Make us perceive Thy goodness. The manifestations of Thy goodness are many. Grant that they may lead us to Thee, the Father of lights, from Whom all good gifts come. We are utterly dependent on Thee. Without Thy will we can neither stir nor move. We are spiritually incapable of any good and are inclined to all evil. If Thou does not come to us, then we are only capable of turning away from Thee, for no one asks after Thee. No man says: Where is God?

	 

	We have all fallen in our common head and representative, we have all sinned and come short of Thy glory. We cannot and do not want to return to Thee. Every day we increase our guilt. Our sins are innumerable, and our nature is hopelessly depraved.

	 

	If thou should'st mark transgression,

	O LORD, who then could stand?

	For evil and oppression 

	Are found on every hand.

	 

	But in Christ Jesus, the Son of Thine eternal love, Who died for a rebellious people, Who gave Himself for those who ask not for Thee, Thou art reconciled, and His eternal righteousness is always before Thee. Thou has given the Spirit.

	 

	Oh, then, by grace, will Thou look upon and remember us in the eternal and blessed Head of Thy Church, in the Divine and willing Lord Jesus Christ, in Whom are righteousnesses and strengths, in Whom Thou has looked upon Thy people from eternity, unto Whom Thou art coming to call and draw them, and for Whose sake Thou art blessing them with temporal, spiritual and eternal blessings.

	 

	Oh, give us what we need out of Thy fullness, as well in speaking as in hearing. We are incapable of the one and of the other. We are not good at anything. We cannot preach, and if there is preaching, we cannot hear. We are called to discern, to try the spirits, but we are not able to do these things. But Thou, Lord, has an arm of power. Thou speakest and it is there; Thou commandest and it is there. If it pleases Thee, Thou can withhold it; but if it pleases Thee, Thou can also give it. And Thou will give it to us, if Thou can attain Thy glory therein, and if it can be of use unto the salvation of Thy children. If the Word goes out among us, ah, be willing to use it and apply it Thyself. Enable us, make us able and willing to work with it, in respect of our needs, both temporal and eternal and spiritual. Let us not go from here without Thy blessing. All is grace, but Thou art good and Thou does good; because Thou art good, Thou does well.

	 

	Bless and maintain Thy Church. Add to Thy Church. Remember our people and the royal family. Remember all that pray to Thee. Remember the sick, the suffering and the dying.

	Amen.

	Sermon:

	 

	We call your attention to the beginning of the seventh verse of 1 Peter 2: “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.”

	 

	Psalm 36 verse 1 was sung.

	 

	True faith is called a saving faith. It is this name that we must principally dwell on. Faith is an instrument, a means. Salvation is grasped through it, so that faith and salvation are inextricably bound up with each other. Where there is one, there is also the other. Where faith is, there is salvation. Where salvation is found, there one believes. The apostle Paul said of this: “With the heart man believeth unto righteousness” (Romans 10:10). Thus, where faith is, there is also righteousness, the righteousness that is valid before God. In other words, the believer, he who believes, the believer, is righteous – not righteous in his own eyes, but righteous in the eyes of the righteous God – and believing is also the only means of being righteous. It is therefore written: “The just shall live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2:4), or: “The just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17).

	 

	Faith, or the believer, sees salvation. He knows salvation. He knows what it is to be saved, to become saved. That is because the believer beholds God, because salvation is to know God. We find this in John 17 verse 3: “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

	 

	One knows the Lord by faith. So, the believer sees salvation. Where does he see salvation? He sees salvation in the Lord. At the same time that he sees the Lord, he sees salvation. And where does he see the Lord? He sees the Lord in the Word, in the promises of the Gospel. In the promises he beholds the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Lord Jesus Christ he sees the Father. When he beholds this, then he takes a hold. It is written: “Or let him take hold of my strength” (Isaiah 27:5). He takes hold of the promises, and at the same time he takes hold of the Lord. He embraces the Lord. He does so with a living faith. A living faith is a faith by which one is conscious of what one is doing. He who takes hold of the Lord with a living faith is conscious that he takes hold of the Lord, because true faith is never insecure about itself. “Small faith too?” you will ask. “Weak faith?” The faith. We do not usually speak of degrees of faith, but of the faith. And what we say of faith applies to any faith that is true, however weak it may be. What would it profit you if we only spoke of a strong faith? We are not talking about a strong faith, not about a weak faith. We are speaking of faith.

	 

	The Lord is embraced with a living faith, so that one is aware of what he is doing. Faith is never insecure about itself. The believer knows what he is doing. He knows that he takes a step, that he passes out of himself and passes over into God. He knows that he does not put his trust in himself – he did that at first – but in the unchangeable promises of God, in the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not so that every believer can describe it, but every believer feels in his heart that he is leaning, that he is resting. What does he lean on? Wherein does he rest? He rests on the righteousness of Christ and he rests in the virtues of God. The virtues of God are contained in the promises. He embraces the promises – so he rests on God, on the virtues, on the glory of God, on the name of the LORD, as it says in Isaiah 50 verse 10. And then he comes to wait for something from the Lord. “And now, what wait I for?” There is nothing to wait for, as far as he can see. There is nothing to wait for: not from his neighbour, not from himself, not from the visible and tangible things! “And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee” (Psalm 39:7). In temptation, under affliction, in all the difficult ways, this is most true, for Job said: “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13:15). This man knew something of God's killing power,1 otherwise he would not have expressed himself in this way. After all, you only have to read his story. You know what he says: “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” The image of God was so engraved on his soul that it could not be wiped out by all his difficulties. And the difficulties were indescribable, but even if the difficulties had been greater, the image of God would not have been blotted out in him. “And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken” (Isaiah 32:3). This is through the irresistible working of the Spirit, and the believer usually does not understand this himself. Very often it is that he must say: “Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not” (Genesis 28:16).

	 

	The believer actually does not believe. When the Lord comes, has come, then he does not believe! “If I had called, and he had answered me; yet would I not believe that he had hearkened unto my voice” (Job 9:16). With the believer it is more a hope than a belief. A converted person knows more about his hope than about his faith. In fact, he knows only of God. This is why the apostle Paul said: “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).

	 

	A believer is a person who has nothing. He possesses nothing, but God takes care of him. And the Supreme Being does this voluntarily. It says: “I will love them freely” (Hosea 14:4). When His people go astray, then He must chastise them, but that is also love, and He does not withdraw His goodness from them. “Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee” (Jeremiah 31:3). The causes of this do not lie in themselves; they lie in God. And that is why it speaks of His good pleasure (Luke 12:32; Ephesians 1:5).

	 

	At one moment Saul of Tarsus could not go on any longer. What was the cause? He says it in this way: “But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood” (Galatians 1:15-16). Relying on flesh and blood ceases immediately when it pleases God to reveal His Son. Immediately man ceases, when he “worketh not, but believeth in him who justifieth the ungodly” (Romans 4:5). And then it is a saying “amen” to, an acceptance, an endorsement of the testimony of God. That is why it says: “He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true” (John 3:33).

	 

	In the Holy Scriptures we find only one place with a description of faith. The Word does not concern itself much with descriptions, but one description is found, namely in Hebrews 11 verse 1. There it says: “Now faith is a solid ground of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Dutch translation). Do we understand these words? Let us consider it for a moment.

	 

	“Faith is a solid ground.” What is that ground? The Word. How is faith a solid ground? Faith embraces the Word, it embraces that ground. And because faith embraces the Word, faith is called a solid ground. For it is written: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). If your heart does not grasp this, then you do not understand the apostle's description when he says: “Now faith is a solid ground.” If you do not grasp it, do not try to understand it. That does not help at all. Besides, that is only pride! It is only an attempt to be a Christian, even though one is not. For a Christian belongs to the children, and a man who is not a Christian belongs to the great men.

	 

	“A solid ground of things hoped for”, that is, a solid ground of what God is in Christ, and of all that is promised in the Word. In other words, the contents of the promises, of the divine promises – and of this faith is the solid ground. Again: If your heart understands this, then you only need half a word, so to speak. You have been taught by God to understand things.

	 

	A man who believes is taught by God. In one moment such a person understands things. He understands the sufficiency of God, the necessity of Jesus Christ and His righteousness, the powerlessness of man, the unwillingness of the sinner, the power and the might of the Lord, the Law and the Gospel, and the distinction between them. A man who believes understands all these things – even if he cannot read or write, even if he has not been educated in these things – he understands them! What is the cause? He has been taught by God. People have not made this known to him. The preaching has not told him. Preaching may have been used as a means, but preaching itself did not do it. God did it, as it says in Psalm 118 verse 27: “God is the LORD, which hath shewed us light.” And the same is said by the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4 verse 6 – a text that cannot be pondered enough, and yet is understood by all God's people: “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

	 

	A converted man understands the Scriptures. What does he understand of the Scriptures? That it is a word from God to him. That is what he understands. For him, the Scripture is the Word of God. In his heart he has witness to it. Dear listeners, the apostle John says: “And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth” (1 John 5:6). The Spirit testifies in the heart that the Holy Spirit, from Whom we have the Bible, is the truth. This is how the Church of Christ stands. While the scholars seek to determine what is of God and what is of man – and of course never attain any wisdom, for “they have rejected the word of the LORD; and what wisdom is in them?” (Jeremiah 8:9), and “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10) – again, while the scholars are seeking to determine what is of God and what is of man, a converted man says:

	 

	His testimony sure

	Forever shall endure;

	It makes the simple wise. (Psalm 19:3)

	 

	The second part of the apostle Paul's description of faith is this: “Faith is the evidence of things not seen.” One thinks that one has no evidence for what one believes. If we had no evidence of what we believe, then faith would have no significance. But the apostle Paul knew better, and I hope you know better too. The apostle Paul says: “Now faith is a solid ground of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” What are these things? God, the Lord Jesus Christ, God and man in one Person, and all that is said of the Lord Jesus in the Scriptures. The covenant, the benefits of the covenant: the forgiveness of sins, the right to temporal and eternal life and spiritual goods, the preservation by God, perseverance in faith by faith, the hope of eternal life, the preaching and the sacraments, and so on. These are the things we do not see, namely with the eye that was formed in our mother. With that eye we do not see these things. So with the natural eye we have no certainty, no evidence of things. And now the apostle Paul says that we do have an evidence, that faith is that evidence, that we have the evidence in faith.

	 

	So when a person believes, it is demonstrated to him. Do you understand this strange word? If you do not understand it, then I will define it more precisely, but I would still like to keep the word. When a man believes, then in faith he has a demonstration, an evidence of the things he believes; that is to say, they are shown to him in such a way that he can no longer doubt, I repeat, that he can no longer doubt. This is the intention of the apostle. He no longer doubts; that is, believing, he does not doubt. Doubt is in man, but doubt is not in faith. A believer may doubt, but if he acts by faith, then doubt is excluded. So in faith he has a demonstration, a convincing evidence of the truthfulness of the things he believes. That is why the apostle Paul says: “I know whom I have believed” (2 Timothy 1:12). And when one quotes such a word: “I know whom I have believed”, then one is immediately inclined to think: “Yes, a strong faith surely? The apostle Paul could speak like that, but not everyone can speak like that.” Yes, not everyone, but everyone who believes can speak like that. For: “Faith is the evidence of things not seen.” If not everyone who believes could speak in this way, then the apostle Paul's statement would certainly be out of order. That is why he says: “Now faith is a solid ground of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” If your heart can reach it, you have the comfort of it, or it is given to you at other times, if it pleases God, to be comforted by it. It may be that you only consent to it at this moment, but perhaps you had the comfort of it yesterday or a long time ago. It may be that tomorrow you will have the comfort of it, and if the Supreme Being comforts you, then everything we have said about it begins to live.

	 

	“Now faith is a solid ground of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” This has nothing to do with feelings. Feelings are not faith, and faith is not feelings. Faith has nothing to do with feelings. Faith is something else. Faith is faith. It is in faith that certainty is found; it is not through feeling, but in faith that certainty is found. The feeling can be added to it, but the certainty is in the faith. The taking hold of God's grace in Jesus Christ – that is faith. Dear listeners, even if feelings were never added, faith would not decrease in value or cease to be faith, as long as it is a sincere taking hold of God's grace in Jesus Christ. And if it is not that, then it is not faith.

	 

	To believe is to take hold of the grace of God in Jesus Christ. Remember, if your heart is now in rebellion, it is proof that you are without grace, that you are dead in your trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1). And if ye perceive not a sincere agreement with these things, then it is an evidence that ye are outside the Kingdom of God. Above all, do not think: “Yes, you present it this way, but others present it differently.” Listeners, you know that not every opinion has a right to exist. You must not believe all doctrine. You must not think that if you disagree with it, you can still have grace. All men who contradict these things are utterly without grace, for the Spirit teaches you not differently than me. There is “one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5), this is the unity of the true faith (Heidelberg Catechism answer 54). There is absolutely no room or liberty left for you to think you have grace if you do not agree with these things. And you must give an account of this. But not for my sake, for with me in the end you have nothing to do – except that you shall be judged according to this Gospel. We are all accountable to God!

	 

	You must ask yourself whether you have the testimony of the Spirit that you have been taught by God. And if you lack the testimony of the Spirit that you have been taught by God, it is not possible that you would have grace. And I would urge you to consider this. For, listeners, that there are so many people who think differently about this, well, what does that mean? What does it mean? Has it ever been otherwise? Did Christ not say: “For many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able” (Luke 13:24)? Did He not say so? And if He speaks like that, who does He mean? Why can many who seek not enter? Why not? There is a very short and simple answer to that. Because they don't believe. If a man believes, he doesn't work. If a man does not believe, he works; and if he works, he becomes something. There it is! Because everyone who is something is outside. You read this in the Bible. I do not even need to tell you that. “Things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are” (1 Corinthians 1:28). All who work are something, want to be something, and must be something. But a man who believes is nothing. Faith is an emptying grace.

	 

	Listeners, have you ever believed? Was not your heart, when you believed, empty? Empty of wisdom, of righteousness, of power? And did you not see the fullness outside of you in Christ Jesus? And what did you do? You laid your hands on this fullness outside of you, and leant on the naked, bare, true testimony of God. And for this reason it is written that many shall seek to enter and shall not be able. Sometimes one makes an effort in his own way. Sometimes one makes great efforts. But it does not come to where it should. They do not deny themselves, and they do not take hold of Christ. And as long as one does not do this, the Word of Christ applies: “Many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.” If someone asks: “Lord, are there few that be saved?” then the Lord Jesus says: “Strive to enter in at the strait gate” (Luke 13:23-24).

	 

	So, listeners, that there is a world of religious people and an army of men who preach and contradict these things means nothing. The big question for me and for you is this: have I got the testimony in my heart that I am taught by God? That is for you to ask. That is all you have to ask yourself. And if you have the testimony within you that you have been taught by God, then you know everything that pertains to the glorification of God and the salvation of your immortal soul. And if you do not know everything, you know nothing! And oh, it is such a great privilege when you are told these things, for one of two things: you either rejoice in them or you are dejected; you either agree with them or you fight them. And it is so necessary and useful that these things be said. If it is not right, it is not right. Soon we shall come before the Judge of heaven and earth, and what would it profit you if you said: “I nevertheless have mercy”, and Christ said to you: “I know you not” (Matthew 25:12).

	 

	That is why I appeal to you: Pay attention to the preaching! Do not go to your acquaintances tomorrow. Do not complain about yourself in the hope that they will tell you: “It is not like that.” But pay attention to your conscience. Your conscience has always told you how it is. And when Christ's blood comes on your conscience, then your conscience says it too, namely, that God in Jesus Christ is for you. And then you have the proof that you believe, because, says the apostle John: “He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself” (1 John 5:10). And then you also experience that God cares, and He will certainly continue to do so, for it is written: “Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known. Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron” (Psalm 77:19-20). Time and again the Supreme Being comes before you in such a way that you must say: “I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me” (Psalm 40:17). You do not believe that the Lord thinks of you. It is much too big. And yet you say: “Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:24).

	Amen.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Oh, glorious, gracious Supreme Being, remember us according to the riches of Thy grace, for we have no pity for ourselves, nor does our neighbour. No one has it. But Thou art the Seeker of man. It is Thee Who seeketh that which is driven away. That which was lost Thou seekest. Thou art the only one who is true, true and faithful. And when Thou makes this known, Thou makes it known in such a manner that the heart comes to Thee, to Thee and Thy goodness, trembling. Oh, may the preaching have this effect, by Thy grace and Spirit, for the first time or by renewsing. May they once see that Thou art come as a God Who in Christ reconciled the world unto Thyself, and as a God Who has said: “As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live.” That we may justify Thee and accuse ourselves. That we may deny ourselves, let go of what is ours, and seize Thee.

	 

	Lord, remember us, remember us with our fellow men. Remember many, and do not enter into judgment with us, but look upon us and remember us in Him in Whom there is remission.

	 

	Do not leave us to ourselves, but guide us in Thy ways. Give us grace and keep us under Thy supervision and discipline. Bless Thy Church, wherever it may be. Bless all who hope in Thee. Have mercy on them according to the riches of Thy grace and give them to persevere until the end.

	Amen.

	 

	Psalm 119 verses 87 and 88 were sung.








	4th Sermon on 1 Peter 2:7, preached on the 16th of February 1933 in Rotterdam

	 

	Psalm 66 verses 1, 2 and 3 were sung.

	1 Peter 2 was read.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Glorious, omnipotent and gracious Supreme Being, grant us Thy grace in these moments, while we enjoy the privilege of being seated under the sound of Thy blessed Testimony, to approach Thee with deep reverence and with a true desire to be taught by Thee in the things concerning Thy honour and our salvation.

	 

	Thou has preserved us all, and given us not only life, but health and strength. Many were taken away from this life, and many are confined to a bed through sickness. Give us to notice, recognise and appreciate Thy goodness, and let Thy goodness and mercy lead us to repentance.

	 

	Look on us and remember us in Him in whom it pleased Thee that all the fullness of the Godhead should dwell bodily. Considered in ourselves, we are vile. Thou had created us good and in Thy image. Thou had poured out Thy blessings and benefits on us. We lacked nothing, because we had Thee, and Thou art the All-sufficient, not only for Thyself but also for Thy creatures. But we have wilfully and voluntarily forsaken Thee and turned to ourselves, thus turning against Thee. Guilty we stand. We are incapable of any good and inclined to all evil. “If Thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?” We would not have an answer to one out of a thousand. We would have to remain silent!

	 

	In the Son of Thy eternal love Thou art the Refuge, the God and Father of a people guilty and poor in themselves. Thou was in Him Who is Thy Image, Who had assumed a human nature in the fullness of time, reconciling the world to Thyself, not imputing their sins to them, and hast put the Word of reconciliation in us. In the Son of Thy eternal love, Thou has come to us with the offer of all we need, with the offer of life and all that belongs to life. In the Lord Jesus Christ Thou cries out to us: “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God and there is none else.” Oh, grant us Thy grace to be able to understand this, believe it and say “amen” to it. Grant us Thy grace to be able to rest in these things and put our trust in Thee, the All-Sufficient, the All-Gracious, Who wants us to leave it to Thee to take care of everything, as Thou has taken care of everything, Who has no need to be served by human hands as needing anything, but Who is Himself serving.

	 

	Give us Thy testimony in the opening of our lips. Make us speak according to the sense and meaning of Thy Spirit, which is not in words, but in demonstration of the Spirit and power. Make us an instrument in Thy hands, and prepare a place for Thy Word in our hearts. Make us believe it, accept it and seal it. For he that has accepted Thy testimony has sealed that Thou art true. And it is that which Thou does desire and that which Thou does work, for Thou art the God Who wants to be recognised. Thou makes Thy people sing:

	 

	Ascribe then strength to God alone,

	Whose might is in the heavens.

	 

	And when we acknowledge Thee, then we are satisfied, and then our hearts are entered into rest, and then something is enjoyed of what Thy Church enjoys in heaven for all eternity.

	 

	Remember the sick, the suffering and dying, the oppressed, the mourners, widows and orphans. Have mercy on all that sigh to Thee. Make Thy divine kingdom come. Maintain, strengthen and comfort Thy Church. Keep her standing. Give her shelter with Thee. Through Thy grace, make her take refuge under the shadow of Thy wings, until the tribulations have passed. Do not allow her to lose heart, but make her look to Thee and have good courage, hoping in Thee and expecting everything from Thee.

	Amen.

	 

	Sermon:

	 

	We again call your attention to the beginning of the seventh verse of 1 Peter 2: “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.”

	 

	Psalm 84 verse 3 was sung.

	 

	Faith is a grace, a free gift. The apostle Paul says in Ephesians 2 verse 8: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” Man has no hand in it. He does not understand it. No one can say what faith is, unless he has received faith from God.

	 

	A man is blind to it, and he who also only contemplates himself through natural light notices this. He does not feel, touch, behold God. What it is to approach God, to sense the approach of the Supreme Being in his soul, he does not know what that is. It is, as the apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2 verse 14: “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

	 

	A man does not want these things either. If he wanted it, he would have it. Scripture teaches this clearly enough, for it says: “Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17). Man's access to God, to grace, to life, is not hindered by the Lord. Man refuses. He says: “Depart from me; for I desire not the knowledge of thy ways” (Job 21:14). He cannot bring himself to let go of that to which he has stretched out his hand. And as long as a man does not do this, he persists in the paradise sin, moving away from God, and saying: “What is the Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit should we have, if we pray unto him?” (Job 21:15).

	 

	Man does not love the things either. He does not think favourably of them. Nor is he one who loves. He is a hater, he hates God, and he would prefer that He did not exist — at least, that he was sure that he did not need to come into contact with God. It is still as we were shown in paradise: Adam heard God walking in the cool of the day, and he hid himself (Genesis 3:8). This, that he hates God and his neighbour, is his sin and misery. His sin because Heaven wants him to love. What is the principal commandment of the Law, which is good, holy and spiritual? To love God above all, and his neighbour as himself (Luke 10:27). His misery, because if he has to be left alone now, he cannot be happy. “Our heart,” someone2 has said, “is restless within us.” Who does not know that? Who does not feel that? “Our heart is restless within us, until it has found rest in God.”

	 

	All those taught by the Holy Spirit know this! If one believes, then the threatening, the accusing, the hating has ceased. “For we which have believed”, says the apostle Paul, “do enter into rest” (Hebrews 4:3).

	 

	True faith is also working through love (Galations 5:6). One becomes human, as I told you in one of my sermons on this subject, one becomes human by faith, because by faith one stands in the right relationship to God. And if one is in the right relationship with God, one is also in the right relationship with one's neighbour. Love for God, arising from the embrace of faith, returns to its Origin. Love is a “descending love”: although the believer loves God first and foremost, he also loves his neighbours. Love for God descends from God as its first object, and to the neighbour as its next object: to the kindred spirits, the brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ first of all, but also to all people in general. And it says that a righteous man regardeth the life of his beast (Proverbs 12:10).

	 

	Faith is a grace of salvation. God offers salvation in Jesus Christ, for Jesus Christ is the Person in whom all parts of our perfect salvation are found. “Salvation”, says the apostle Peter, “is in no other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

	 

	Listeners, when you embrace this offer, then it is good. Then you are saved and destined to become blessed, whoever you may be, or whatever you may have done. The apostle Paul then says to you that you are perfect, perfect in Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:28). So at one moment, not in increments, man becomes perfect. But he is so if he is in Jesus Christ, and he is in Jesus Christ if he believes in Him. If you do not embrace the offer, it is not good, whoever you may be, or whatever you may have done.

	 

	For him who believes, salvation has begun. He knows that there is salvation. He also knows what salvation consists of. He knows that there is salvation. It has been revealed to him. It has become known to his heart. The heart has beheld it, touched it, enjoyed it. In Romans 8 verse 23, the apostle Paul speaks of the firstfruits of the Spirit: “We which have the firstfruits of the Spirit.” These firstfruits are: genuine repentance, union by faith with Christ, standing in the fellowship with God; losing oneself in the omnipotent Being, having one's hope in the unchanging promises, which are all yea and amen in Christ (2 Corinthians 1:20); being convinced that everything is good, however miserable, however out of place it seems to be; and embracing the apostle Paul's word: “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). He knows what salvation consists of: in being nothing before God. One is nothing, one is guilty, one is damnable, one is lost. All ours is lost. Now when one can be what one is and then acknowledge that God is, and say that He is what He testifies that He is, behold, listeners, that is salvation. Salvation is this, that God is all and man is nothing. Now if God is all and man is nothing, then God is given freedom, and that is salvation. If one gives freedom to the Supreme Being, then one praises and glorifies Him, and that is salvation.

	 

	Soon salvation will be accomplished. The apostle Paul says: “For we are saved by hope” (Romans 8:24). At death, the believer will behold God. Not by faith. This is how he had done it here – by faith – but then the beholding is immediate. And what will this beholding bring about in heaven? That which it has brought about in him here: conformity to and fellowship with God. When, at death, man beholds God, that same moment he will be completely conformed to God through this beholding. The apostle John says: “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). And in another place we find: “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18). This beholding will be the repose of the dead person, for as soon as the converted person has exchanged the temporal with the eternal, he will enter into eternal rest, which remains for the people of God (Hebrews 4:9). At the last day, his body will rise and be glorified with the saved soul in heaven. Christ will then stand with His own before His Father and surrender it all to Him. “God” – says the apostle Paul – will then be “all in all” (1 Corinthians 15:28).

	 

	And now if you know any of these things, ask yourself if this is not the highest good! Of this the Church sings in Psalm 68 verse 2:

	 

	But let the just with joyful voice

	In God's victorious might rejoice;

	Let them exult before him!

	O sing to God, his praise proclaim

	And raise a psalm unto his Name;

	In joyful songs adore him.

	 

	The object of faith is the Lord Jesus Christ. Where Christ is, there is faith. Where faith, saving faith, is, there is Christ. Christ and faith are never separated. The revelation of Jesus Christ in the heart would be without effect, if the heart by faith did not embrace Christ at once. Faith sees Christ. Were this not so, one would also not know that Jesus of Nazareth – that is what we have called the Son of God – is the Son of God, who died on the cross at Golgotha, was then laid by Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathaea in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathaea, who rose from the dead, ascended into heaven and is “seated on the right hand of the Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:3).

	 

	Not to believe this is sin. But, listeners, I have often marvelled, especially in my youth, that people can so easily say they believe these things. But faith sees these things. That is why the apostle Paul says: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). One must be grounded on the Word. However, this does not mean that one must say: “The Bible says so.” If we can say such a thing in truth, then the Bible must be sealed in our hearts. That this is necessary is not because of the Bible, but because of us. If the Bible is sealed in our hearts, if the Spirit has sealed in our hearts the Word that is here before us, then we believe, then we know the things; then the reality of spiritual things is greater to us than that of visible and tangible things. And at the same time we understand that faith is a gift of God, and that a man cannot believe – as we said at the beginning – unless he has been given faith by God.

	 

	Faith sees Christ. Where? In the Word, in the promises of the Gospel! Otherwise it is a text, and people then say that that is the Word of God; but they don't really know. But faith sees in the text, in the promises of the Gospel: Christ. And when faith sees Christ in the promises of the Gospel, it sees God in Christ, so that it has a Triune God before it. The believer says: By faith I understand that the one, eternal divine Being is Three in Persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And while faith has this beholding, it embraces the promises, and with the promises Christ, and with Christ the Father and the Holy Spirit.

	 

	Faith, then, is an embracing of Christ, an embracing of the offer God makes to man in Jesus Christ. Therefore, as I have already quoted, it says: “He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true” (John 3:33).

	 

	Faith rests on Christ. A man who has riches rests on his title deeds, on a contract or a bond. So faith rests on Christ and on God's virtues, for as I have already told you, it sees in Christ: God. In particular faith sees in Christ God's truth and faithfulness. Thus faith rests in God. Therefore, it also has expectations of Him. Faith and hope go together. Faith comes first, it embraces the promises. Then hope becomes active. Through hope one looks forward to the fulfilment of the promises. And this is why the Church says: “And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee” (Psalm 39:7).

	 

	Faith rests upon Christ alone. A man who believes is completely lost. A man who believes brings nothing. He has nothing, so he cannot bring anything. No one can bring anything, because there is no one who possesses anything. “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:17). But if the Holy Spirit shows him this, then a man does know. He who believes brings nothing. He knows he has nothing, but in Christ he has everything. That is his state, his righteousness, his holiness, his Saviour, his salvation. “What is your only comfort” the first Sunday of the Catechism asks. Answer: “That I, with body and soul, both in life and death, am not my own, but belong unto my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ” (Heidelberg Catechism question and answer 1).

	 

	True faith leads one to say: “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ” (Philippians 3:7-8).

	 

	Listeners, what an excellent grace, then, is faith. This grace appears in the Word under all kinds of names. Faith is called seeing. We read in Psalm 34 verse 5: “They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed.” And in Isaiah 32 verse 3 we find: “And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken.” The eye of faith penetrates the heavens and beholds Christ in heaven. “We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death” (Hebrews 2:9).

	 

	Faith is called a walking. “Turn ye unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else” (Isaiah 45:22 Dutch translation). “How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings” (Psalm 36:7). A man who believes sees himself lost, but in Christ he sees salvation. Convinced of his lost state in himself and of the truth that in Christ is salvation, and that this salvation is offered to him, he flees to Christ.

	 

	Faith is called an opening of the heart. “Whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul” we find written of Lydia, a seller of purple, in Acts 16 verse 14. When someone believes, he opens his heart to Christ, Who opens man's heart for Himself. And when the heart is opened, then one understands the words, which otherwise would always remain unintelligible: “It is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night” (Song of Solomon 5:2).

	 

	A man sees that not only has he not been able to believe, but it was not his desire either. He cannot bring himself to let go of what he has reached out to. He believes that he must have something and that there must be something more. There must be something else, he thinks. In that way he seeks salvation, but salvation does not lie in that way. Salvation lies in something else. Salvation lies in coming to God, when God has come to us, without man adding anything to it. That is why it says: “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6). And the apostle Paul says: “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly” (Romans 4:5).

	 

	But even if I quoted a hundred texts, you still wouldn't understand it, unless the Spirit had given you the understanding of it. Perhaps someone thinks: “Well then, we might as well not come under the preaching, if we cannot understand it anyway.” But, listeners, under the preaching God works. Preaching is His means, as long as it is the preaching of the Law and Gospel. If in the preaching the distinction is made between these two items, then an effect takes place, and this effect is twofold. The apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 2 verse 16: “To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life.” But an effect takes place, for it says: “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11). Therefore, the earlier conclusion is not correct.

	 

	So, listeners, we must believe! We cannot, we have told you. We do not want to, we have also told you. We must believe! He who does not believe does not live and will not be saved. It says: “He that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16). But he who believes lives and is saved. Again: we must believe. A person who has become a partaker of faith has stood before God with a load of guilt. He who has never been in debt to God and his neighbour has never believed. For with the Supreme Being we are in debt, and with our neighbour we are also in debt; we have never been anything but in debt. He who believes, he has stood before God with a load of guilt. He who believes is a man in whom Christ is formed (Galatians 4:19). The great miracle has happened to him, of which the apostle Paul speaks in Galatians 1 verse 15 and 16 in these words: “But when it pleased God to reveal His Son in me.” Now, if you too can say that it has pleased God to reveal His Son in you, then like the apostle Paul, you have “immediately not conferred with flesh and blood.”

	 

	If a man believes, then he has embraced Christ. People think they can see Christ or something of Christ, without then  embracing Him. I read it this morning in the church bulletin of one of the large congregations. In it someone wrote: “What a blessing it is already when a person sees that there is a Saviour.” That is how people are led astray. This is the false preaching, because, listeners, if this were so, it would be so that God could influence a man's mind and do nothing to the will and affections. But that is impossible. That is not how God works. When He works in a saving way, He touches the whole person: He enlightens the mind, renews the will and purifies the affections. If He enlightens the mind, then we know Him. It is like this: God lets the light fall on the Bible and at the same time He plants the eye in the heart. The eye sees that the sun shines. Thus Christ, who is the Sun of righteousness, arises unto us (Malachi 4:2). The will is renewed, while the mind is enlightened with Divine light, and the heart opens to Christ. He loves God and he also loves his neighbour. It is a simultaneous work. It happens at one and the same moment. This change is called the rebirth in Scripture. “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God” (1 Peter 1:23).

	 

	If a man believes, he has accepted Christ as God offered Him: first as Priest, but then, or rather at the same time, as Prophet and King – so that a man who believes has Christ. Nothing more. But with Christ he has everything, for “Christ is all, and in all” (Colossians 3:11). And as soon as he has had the experience of these things, he says: “Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the king's son” (Psalm 72:1). The sight of Christ at the Father's right hand gives great peace.

	 

	He who believes has chosen Christ with the cross. As soon as Christ is embraced, a man belongs to the despised. Soon he starts speaking, and people do not like what he says. There is a division between the world and Christ, and no one can mention Christ, or the mind of the one who hears Christ mentioned is repelled. The heart does not open to such a preaching, to such a confession. This causes the loneliness, or the feeling of loneliness, of which all the children of God have spoken. Hence they say with the psalmist: “For I am desolate and afflicted” (Psalm 25:16). And in another place the psalmist speaks of his “loneliness”, which is his soul (Psalm 22:20, 35:17 Dutch translation). One cannot enjoy the fellowship, the power of God without having a solitary life. But that does not take away from the fact that the whole Church says: “Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee” (Psalm 73:25).

	 

	Listeners, I end my discussion of faith by exhorting you all: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). Christ is there, at your feet, in your mouth, in your heart (Romans 10:8). Believe in Him, and ye shall sing of the Lord's mercies forever (Psalm 89:1).

	Amen.

	Prayer:

	 

	Lord, if it can exist in Thy counsel, bless to many a soul what has been spoken and meditated upon. To know Thee through Thy Word and Spirit is life, is eternal life. He who knows Thee, finds light. Where he beholds Thee, he also sees himself. Thou art exalted, and the soul humbles itself and takes refuge in Thy grace, which is offered in the Son of Thine eternal love.

	 

	Neither leave nor forsake us. Guide us in our ways. Bring us to our own. Bless and strengthen Thy Congregation. Add to her. Make Thy Kingdom come, also among us who are present here, through the preaching of Thy divine and blessed Gospel. Enter not into judgment with us, but look upon us in the Son of Thy love, in Whom Thou art a reconciled God and a kind Father.

	Amen.

	 

	Psalm 72 verse 11 was sung.


5th Sermon on 1 Peter 2:7, preached on the 16th of March 1933 in Rotterdam

	 

	Psalm 111 verses 1, 2 and 3 were sung.

	1 Peter 2 was read. 

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Oh, most blessed, all-sufficient and gracious Supreme Being, eternal, only and triune God, from Whom and through Whom and to Whom all things are, grant us through Thy grace, for the merits of the Son of Thy eternal love, to be able to draw near to Thee in these moments with deep reverence and in true submission of heart. Thou hast preserved, blessed and granted us many benefits. Thou could have entered into judgment with us. Thou could have let us take all kinds of paths. Thou could have said to us: “Go away, serve other gods! I will show you mercy no more.” Thy mercies were new over us every morning and Thy mercies had no end. Ah, make us to notice this; make us to dwell on this. Let us be able to marvel at Thee, and be ashamed of ourselves. Let Thy goodness and mercy, Thy interventions, Thy many interventions, lead us to repentance. Make us ask of Thee, with Whom is the fountain of life and in Whose light we behold the light. Thou art the all-sufficient One, the holy One, the wise One, the just One, the merciful One, the gracious Covenant-Jehovah. Give us to know Thee. Make us know Thee in Him Who is Thy image and Who revealed Thy Name on earth among men. Make us follow Thee. Make us follow Thee through prosperity and through affliction. Thou could have entered into judgment with us, Lord. It is of Thy mercies that we are not consumed. Make us acknowledge Thy benefits. Make us to notice and appreciate Thy free goodness.

	 

	Remember us in these moments. Look upon us and remember us in Him of whose suffering and death we are reminded of in these days. Oh, that we might understand something of it, through Thy grace. That we might understand that Thou, in Christ, didst reconcile the world unto Thyself, not imputing their sins unto them, and didst put the word of reconciliation in us. That we might have a heart to notice Thy great love, for thou hast so loved the world, that Thou gavest Thy only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. That we may be brought to ourselves and that we may understand that we cannot exist before Thee in ourselves, and that all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags before Thee.

	 

	Give us to be working with the truth found among us, to Thy honour and our salvation. Thou knows what we of ourselves do with it. We twist the Scriptures to our own eternal destruction. We cannot allow Thee to make it known to and in our souls, because we have our own insights. We form our notions. We have our conceptions of the things and so we are rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and we do not know that we are miserable and wretched and poor and blind and naked.

	 

	Give us Thy testimony in the opening of our lips. Make us to speak according to the sense and meaning of Thy Spirit. This would be to the glorification of Thee and could be useful to the salvation of our immortal souls. What is glorifying for Thee could be profitable for us, because the salvation that is in Thee, and which is enjoyed by some, consists in the glorification of Thy Name, of the Name of Thee, Lord Jesus, whose obedient and devout life in a way of suffering and dying has been made known to men. Ah, righteous would Thou be if Thou withheld it from us, but grant it to us by grace. Prepare a place for Thy Word in our hearts. Through grace make us to move aside for it. Make us to move aside for it completely. Oh, teach us what it is to be able to confess with Thy Church to not having the understanding of a man, having not learned wisdom, nor having the knowledge of the holy. Make us with the whole Church cast out the anchor of the soul in the inner veil.

	 

	Give us to be influenced and guided by Thee. Only in this way would it be good. If Thou would let us go, if Thou would let us have our way, if Thou would let us achieve what we often think we have to achieve anyway, oh, how sad the end would be. For “there is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” Teach us what it is that Thou art the Way, and the Truth, and the Life, and that no one comes to the Father but through Thee.

	 

	Remember us. Remember the sick; bless them on their sickbed. By Thy grace make them to dwell with Thee and follow Thee. Bless them in body and soul. Bless them with the knowledge and love of Thy ways. Remember Thy Zion, uphold it. Strengthen, comfort and encourage it, and add still more to Thy Church.

	Amen.

	 

	Sermon:

	 

	We call your attention to the seventh verse of the chapter read to you, 1 Peter 2 verse 7, the beginning: “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.”

	 

	Psalm 73 verse13 was sung.

	 

	My very dear listeners, we have taken the opportunity that our text offered us, to speak about faith. We now place ourselves in the way to discuss some other matters with you.

	 

	“Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.” With the word “therefore” the apostle applies what is generally true in particular to those to whom his writing was addressed.

	 

	“Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.” Those to whom the apostle Peter had addressed his letter were elect, that is, called, “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father” (1 Peter 1:2). They had been sprinkled with the blood of Him “who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification” (Romans 4:25). They were strangers in this world, as was the psalmist of the 119th Psalm (verse 19). They believed. They believed in God the Father through Jesus Christ. Thus, then, Jesus Christ was precious to them.

	 

	“Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.” “He”, that is, the second person in the glorious, all-sufficient divine being. The Father, who in this being is the first person, communicates from eternity to eternity His own divine life or divine being. And the person to whom this communication is made is the second person in the divine being. He is called the Son of God. And He was not only the Son of God, but also the Son of man, Mary's Son. So He was thus God, but not only God, also man, God and man in one person.

	 

	Usually, and here too, the Son of God is called by three names: the name of Jesus, Christ and Lord. The first name means Saviour. God is our Saviour, in His Son, through the Holy Spirit. When you can let that Spirit bear you up, let Him lead you, then you come to Christ, and Christ places you in the fellowship of the triune God. And as soon as this is done you understand and realise that an all-sufficient God has become your portion for time and eternity. 

	 

	The name Christ indicates to us the calling of the Son of God by the Father. It is written: “Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:24). The Father has called the Son, but also made him capable. He has anointed the Son with the Holy Spirit. And listeners, if you are united with the Son, you know this because the Holy Spirit has been given to you freely by the Father out of the fullness of the Son. This Spirit will therefore remain with you, He will abide in you. He will be your guide and counsellor. He will lead you to death and through death.

	 

	The third name teaches us that Jesus Christ delivered up all things, that the Son of God is a Lord of all. True faith therefore makes us acknowledge Him. In Psalm 45 it is said: “For he is thy Lord, so bow down before Him” (verse 12 Dutch translation). And bowing down before the Son signifies true independence. If a man may build on God, he stands on his own feet in the true sense of the word. “Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee” (Psalm 73:25).

	 

	“Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.” The apostle Peter himself also believed. Thus he knew that Jesus Christ is precious to one who believes. To others, He is “a stumblingblock”. One is annoyed with Him. And as much as is in them, people put Him aside as a worthless thing. If one believes, then Christ is precious. As I said, the apostle Peter knew this. And, listeners, we do find this knowledge confirmed in the Word. “My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand”, thus spreaks the Bride, the Bride betrothed to Christ, in Song of Solomon 5 verse 10. Elsewhere we find: “For who in the heaven can be compared unto the LORD? who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the LORD?” (Psalm 89:6). So precious is He in the eye of every believer, that he loses everything in the knowledge of His name. “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ” (Philippians 3:7). Moses refused to be called a son of Pharaoh's daughter for the same reason and on the same basis (Hebrews 11:24-26). Of Asaph we have sung: “Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee” (Psalm 73:25). The disciples testified: “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life” (John 6:68). Christ is called a pearl of great price (Matthew 13:46). One sells all that one has in order to put oneself in possession of this pearl, namely if one is taught from above. He is called a treasure in the field (Matthew 13:44). One buys the field for the sake of the treasure.

	 

	“Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.” In what way is Christ precious? We want to place ourselves in the way of making some remarks in response to this question. We will not exhaust the subject, for David came to say: “I have seen an end of all perfection: but thy commandment is exceeding broad” (Psalm 119:96).

	 

	Christ is precious because of what happened in the everlasting eternity. Listeners, the fall of Adam did not surprise God. The Creator of the ends of the earth was not surprised by the fall of man. The fall into sin was included in the eternal council of God. It was the Lord's intention from eternity not only to create mankind, but also to make it blessed. This, however, not through the first covenant, through the covenant of works. God never wanted anyone to be saved through this covenant. It was God's counsel from eternity to bless those He wanted to bless through a second covenant, through a covenant of grace. Christ is therefore called the “Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). God's election to salvation is an election in Jesus Christ.

	 

	Should one, it might well be asked by someone, should one not be annoyed by this doctrine? Was it not better if we only preached the Gospel and did not talk about God's counsel from eternity? Doesn't a preacher have enough to do when he presents the grace of God in Jesus Christ? What does one achieve when people get annoyed? Hearers, all this is not the question. If someone wanted to ask whether the doctrine of election offends people, then I would answer: Without a doubt! Man stumbles at this. He must stumble at this, because in the true sense of the word he is no longer a human being. As a creature he is no longer on the side of God, but on the side of God's adversaries. He has fallen to the prince of darkness through his fall and covenant breach. He contradicts, and he cannot do anything but contradict. I would like to point out two texts. The first is found in 1 Corinthians 2 verse 14, where it says: “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” And you will find the other text in the apostle's letter to the Romans: “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be” (Romans 8:7). If one is born again and has been taught by the Holy Spirit, then one learns to understand how God does everything that pleases Him, and that one, being born again and led by the Holy Spirit, must hate sin and does hate sin.

	 

	Christ is precious to the Church in His suffering and death. The Son of God suffered, and no one has been like Him, “a man of sorrows” (Isaiah 53:3). He suffered both in His soul and in His body. We have sinned in both, and Christ suffered in soul and body. His suffering in His body was sometimes very grievous, think of the scourging and crucifixion. But the suffering of His soul was much more terrible. Surely suffering in the soul is always more grievous than suffering in the body. Of the suffering of His soul He spoke through the Spirit of prophecy: “For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Revelation 19:10). Think of Psalm 22, 69, 88, and other psalms. And in the days of His abode on earth, He Himself spoke of it too. Think of His complaint in Gethsemane: “My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death” – that is, My soul is full of sorrow – “tarry ye here, and watch with me” (Matthew 26:38).

	 

	Christ, as we have just said, had another nature beside the human nature. In this, the divine nature, He did not suffer, nor could He suffer. Nevertheless, the divine nature did have a hand in suffering, because first of all, Christ was supported by it. Christ's human nature would not have borne the suffering, it would have succumbed under the weight of God's wrath, under the curse pronounced by a holy and righteous God, and through the assaults of the powers of hell. But His divine nature sustained Him, and this alone, for there was no one with or near Him. “I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me” (Isaiah 63:3). He had taken some with Him. Eight of His disciples He had left at the entrance of the garden and three of them were almost brought into His immediate vicinity, but they had been of no use to Him.

	 

	Ah, we cannot give anything, we are powerless. We cannot help ourselves, nor can we help one another. In Ezekiel 16 verse 5 it says: “None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee.” It should not be expected of anyone, beloved. “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD” (Jeremiah 17:5).

	 

	Christ could only conclude that the disciples were asleep; they were not able to resist it. Because of want of courage, because of deep despondency, they had fallen asleep, and Christ had to say: “What, could ye not watch with me one hour?” (Matthew 26:40). Listeners, what sorrow expresses itself in this question: “Could ye not watch with me one hour?” But they could not. His own arm has brought salvation unto Him (Isaiah 63:5). His divine nature helped Him. That is the working of His divine nature in relation to His suffering.

	 

	The divine nature had another effect. It made the suffering of Christ infinitely valuable. Redemption had to be brought about for millions of people, and all these people had their sins, were sinners. For the sins of all these people – Revelation 7 verse 9 speaks of a multitude that no one can number – a sacrifice had to be made, God's justice had to be satisfied. And His human nature, though pure, was still finite, and so its sacrifice would have been of finite value. But the divine nature, which was united with the human nature, gave infinite value to Christ's sacrifice. It was not God's intention, but if it had been His intention to save the whole world, every single person – then any other sacrifice than was brought would not have been necessary. It says in Acts 20 verse 28 that God has purchased His church with His own blood. And now if a guilty, lost man, through grace, only gets to fix his eye on that Sacrifice, then this man sees to his great wonder and with deep shame, that in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ there is more, much more power to save him, than there is in his sins to condemn him. Hear what the apostle Paul says: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us” (Romans 8:33-34). Listeners, do you see that Christ is precious and the only comfort of an inwardly disconsolate man, the only comfort in life and in death?

	 

	Christ suffered from men, from the devil and from God. From men, from His public enemies and from those who were His friends in appearance only. Ah, Christ had so many who pretended to be friends, but it says: “But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, and needed not that any should testify of man, for he knew what was in man” (John 2:24-25).

	 

	Christ also suffered from His true friends. The disciples regularly put themselves above Him. Ah, a man cannot be under Jesus unless the Spirit has brought us there. And when the Spirit has brought us there, then we don't stay there. It is a miracle, a great miracle, when someone can say: “Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have not the understanding of a man. I neither learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy” (Proverbs 30:2-3), when one feels, thoroughly feels: “I am incapable of any good and inclined to all evil.”

	 

	We want to be assured and have proofs that we are children of God, and we want to be able to show other people by these proofs that we are. We want to seek sanctification, godliness, distinguishing features in ourselves; all these things must be found in us. But, beloved, there is only one who is a Child of God – and that must be our distinguishing feature: Jesus Christ. “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.” And that comes about in the life of a lost person. He who is not truly lost, and for whom all these things are not truly lost, he does not see the worthiness of Christ's sacrifice. He does not embrace Jesus Christ. He does not lean on God's fatherly mercy revealed in the Son of His eternal love. He relies on his being good, on his doing good, on his possession, and so he is a fool, for it is said: “He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool” (Proverbs 28:26).

	 

	Beloved, we lack the time to continue with these things. They have kept us a little longer than we imagined, but that doesn't matter. The things are never “finished”. Nevertheless, they are “finished”. They are forever “finished”! From the cross came the words: “It is finished” (John 19:30). And with reverence be it said: God the Father has said the “amen” to it, for God has raised Him from the dead Who has accomplished all things. “Who was declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead”, namely “Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 1:3-4).

	 

	Beloved, has it been revealed to you yet? Has it been revealed to you that it is “finished”? Nothing more needs to be added. Not from you, not from me, not from any human being. That God is satisfied, that there is a righteousness that has fully satisfied God  and that has been dispensed by Him who rose from the grave of Joseph of Arimathaea, and who is now seated at the right hand of the Majesty in the highest heavens – I ask you, listeners: has this been revealed to you? And if you think it has been revealed to you, then I ask you: Are you relying on it? And is your need too great than that you would occupy yourselves with looking for proofs in yourselves? But do you say, when your need is truly felt: “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13:15). And does the Holy Spirit testify with your spirit that it is so, that it is so for you, in you, with you? Does the Holy Spirit testify in your heart that for you Christ is the one and eternal all? Is He your God? And do you behold in Him the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit? And does this beholding cause the apostle Paul's testimony to be with you: “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ”? (Philippians 3:7)

	 

	Listeners, it is a pity that we cannot continue – although it is not a pity at all, because all things are good, because God works all things according to the counsel of His will. And yet we must hate sin.

	Amen.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Will Thou remember us according to the riches of Thy grace, which Thou has revealed only in Christ, the Son of Thy love. Of ourselves we are not worthy that Thou should have compassion on us. We are vile, we are worthless, we are reprobate. But look on us and remember us in Him with whom all things are beautiful and desirable. Ah, give us to know Him. Make us know Thee in Him. Make us know of nothing but Thy grace, revealed in Him, and the righteousness acquired through His suffering and dying, acquired through His obedient suffering and dying.

	 

	Bless the few words that have been spoken. Forgive what was sinful in them. Use them to strengthen in some what Thou hast wrought, and in others to work a true faith. Leave nor forsake us. Guide and bless us. Make us worship Thee in the sanctuary.

	Amen.

	 

	Psalm 72 verse 10 was sung.


6th Sermon on 1 Peter 2:7, preached on the 27th of April 1933 in Rotterdam

	 

	Psalm 89 verses 1, 2 and 3 were sung.

	1 Peter 2 was read.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Glorious, all-sufficient and gracious supreme Being, that it may be granted to us,  through Thy grace, to draw near to Thee with deep reverence and in the fear of Thy name which can never be praised enough. In Thy goodness and mercy Thou hast preserved us, blessed us and granted us many benefits. Thou gave us not only life, but also health and strength. Thy mercies were new upon us in the morning of this day. Ah, grant us to notice, acknowledge and appreciate Thy goodness, for it is all free. Thou could have entered into judgment with us and rejected us from before Thy holy face. That Thy blessings and benefits will cause us to end in Thee. Ah, Thou art God and no-one else. Thou art the cause of all that is good, the God of creation and re-creation. Thou has known Thy people from all eternity. In time Thou has sent and delivered up the Son of Thy eternal love, that the salvation of those known by Thee might come to pass in a manner pleasing to Thee. Thou cares for those who are Thine. Thou does not enter into judgment with them, but Thou preserves them and surrounds them with Thy faithfulness and mercies. Ah, Thou gives at times at least to notice and acknowledge that Thou art good and does good.

	 

	Make us know, seek, honour and fear Thee. Did Thou remain separated from us, as Thou art in Christ the God of Thy people, their refuge and comfort, we would be poor and blind, pitiful, naked and miserable, and unhappy, for all eternity. For not only is there no salvation besides Thee, but eternal damnation. If we do not learn to pay attention to the salvation appointed and offered to us, then there will be no escape.

	 

	Remember us in these moments while we enjoy the great privilege of sitting down under the preaching of Thy testimony. Thou could have taken it away from us, Lord. Thou could have said to us: “Go away, serve other gods, for I will show you mercy no more!” Give us Thy testimony in the opening of our lips. Make us speak according to the sense and meaning of Thy Spirit, and prepare a place in our hearts for Thy Word. Teach us to work with it in a way that is pleasing to Thee and profitable for us. This would only happen if Thou gave us Thy Spirit. No one can teach us. Of ourselves we know nothing, but as many as are led by Thy Spirit, they are the children of God.

	 

	Bless Thy Congregation. Keep her standing. Comfort and strengthen her. Make her have the courage to look on Thee and have her expectation of Thee. Remember, great Helper, the sick, the oppressed, the bereaved, the widows and orphans, the suffering and dying. Still add to Thy congregation, and if with the passing of the years there are empty places in the congregation, let others through Thy grace fill those places. Oh, that the knowledge of Thee, the knowledge of Thy divine Gospel, the knowledge of the truth, as it is in Thee, might remain among us. If that is gone, oh, where will it end!

	 

	Have mercy on our people. Bless the royal family. Have mercy, Lord, on everyone who is destined to be saved.

	Amen.

	Sermon:

	 

	We continue our preaching on 1 Peter 2 verse 7. It is about these words: “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.”

	 

	Psalm 68 verse 16 was sung.

	 

	The Lord Jesus Christ, my very dear listeners, is precious to believers in His suffering and dying. Christ suffered. He is pointed out to us in the Holy Scriptures as the man of sorrows and one Who was acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3). He suffered in His human nature, not in His divine nature. The divine nature was not capable of suffering. Christ suffered in His human nature, in soul and body. Because man, the elect, for whom Christ undertook, sinned in both soul and body. Did His divine nature then have no significance in relation to His suffering? It sustained Him. He would not have borne the suffering; He would not have risen from His suffering. His own arm brought salvation unto Him (Isaiah 63:5). The divine nature also gave worthiness to the suffering and dying of Christ. Christ's suffering and death had to be of infinite value, otherwise it would not have been able to work salvation. It is written: “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). And in Acts 20 verse 28 we find that God purchased His Church with His own blood.

	 

	Christ suffered from man, from the prince of darkness and from His Father. 

	 

	Christ suffered from man. When the Lord Jesus was on earth, there were two people facing each other. Fallen man stood opposite to true man, the first Adam opposite to the second Adam. If by the grace of the Spirit you have come to know yourself, then this is no paradox for you. You understand the meaning of this expression. After all, you learned to understand the content of this text: “And every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him; and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him” (Revelation 1:7). Fallen man has slandered Christ. He has contradicted the preaching of the Lord. “This is an hard saying; who can hear it?” (John 6:60). He came to regard the influence that emanated from Christ as harmful, dangerous. He did not rest until he had Christ in his power. He condemned Christ. Faced with a choice, he proclaimed: “Let Barabbas go and let Jesus be crucified” (Matthew 27:20-23). He put Jesus on the cross and he tried to convince others and himself that that was good. Man could not have done otherwise because he is a fallen man. You must, listeners, believe your fall. When someone does not believe his fall, then he rejects the truth as it is in Jesus, in the name of the truth. He fights God, who lives for all eternity, in the name of something he says is “God”! The words of David must be ours: “I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5).

	 

	It goes without saying that the prince of darkness did not leave Christ alone either. The prince of darkness is an enemy. He is the enemy of God and is therefore an enemy of the creature. He seeks the downfall of the creature because he hates the creator and the re-creator with utter hatred. He has come to Christ to weaken Him, to turn Him away from His undertaking, to tempt Him to sin. At the very beginning, when the Lord Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, he spoke in this manner: “Thou hast fasted forty days and forty nights. If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread” (Matthew 4:3). “Thou canst do a miracle. If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee, and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone” (Matthew 4:6). “Knowest Thou what Thou must do? I will tell thee! Thou art one with a rich disposition. Thou could achieve a great deal in this life. For someone like Thee, every way is open. Worship me, and I will give Thee all the kingdoms of the world and their glory” (Matthew 4:8-9).

	 

	Above all, my most esteemed listeners, the prince of darkness made things difficult for Christ in Gethsemane: “Ah,” he said there, “if only Thou had listened to me! I warned Thee. I warned Thee in time. Thou has gone Thy way. Thou thought that God was with Thee and that Thou would succeed. Thou did not succeed. God is not Thy God. He is not with Thee, Thou art destined to lose. Thou art alone! Does Thou not feel that Thou art alone? Who is helping Thee? Who is with Thee? God is not. Thou perceives nothing of Him. And the people? Have they not all forsaken Thee? Who has in truth embraced Thy cause? Who truly agrees with Thee? Thou has a few left here. They are asleep! Inwardly they have also abandoned Thee. Thou art alone, and what that means, Thou now knows.”

	 

	And after that still on Golgotha. Then, beloved listeners, the temptation was even greater. In Gethsemane it was terrible. Fear! You all know fear, but we do not know the fear that Christ had. The fear of Christ was so great. So great, so great was His fear, that His sweat became like great drops of blood (Luke 22:44). But on Golgotha, it was possibly even harder for Christ. We cannot fully grasp it. Of course not, because the Person is far too high for us. We are at too great a distance from Christ. His Person is too great a mystery for us. But, listeners, from the words, from the complaint of Christ, we can understand to some extent what He felt when He said: “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46), namely, if we know anything about the lack of God.

	 

	However, Christ had the hardest suffering from His Father. He saw the judgment seat of the Judge of heaven and earth. Man cannot exist before that. What must Christ have felt from that? The psalmist of old did not know it either. He has known that he did not know. “Who knows the power of thine anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath” (Psalm 90:11). He felt the bitterness, the God dishonouring of the sins of the millions of the elect. He bore the judgment, the judgment of God on a fallen world. He tasted the bitterness of dying. His dying was not an ordinary dying. His death was a death for sin. His death was a cursed death. Christ felt His death as a cursed death. It is written, “Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Galatians 3:13). Indeed, this, being banished from God, being exiled, being cast out, that is the meaning of the curse, of being cursed. This is what Christ felt. The suffering of the soul is heavier than the suffering of the body. The suffering of His body has not been small, but the suffering of His soul has been much heavier. Surely for those who feel it, missing God is much heavier than the missing of anything else. And Christ has felt that lack. He was the Man to feel it, for He had walked with God. “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts” (Zechariah 13:7). And He had experienced the blessed influence of the Holy Spirit.

	 

	In Gethsemane and on Golgotha, God withheld His love. That has been the hardest thing of all. What does the church of God say: “Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee” (Psalm 73:25). How distressed and anxious could a martyr be, when the hour of his death approached, if he did not yet feel the support of God! And how cheerful and rejoicing could he be under his suffering, when God had come with the influence of His grace and love! And the latter Christ did not have. Christ had to go through it with bare faith, only holding fast to the Word. Thus it is that at the end of His life He used the Word. He held fast to the Word; He believed the Word. And so He is called “the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2).

	 

	Finally, He died. And when He had died, His soul was in heaven. “Father” He had said, “into thy hands I commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46). His body hung torn, bloodied and dishonoured on the cross. Soon it would be taken down from it, and two men – from whom no one expected anything at this time for such a labour: Joseph of Arimathea, who was still in the Sanhedrin, and Nicodemus, who was also still a member of it – would come to lay Him in a new tomb “wherein was never man yet laid” (John 19:41). For the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which says He was “with the rich in His death” (Isaiah 53:9). His divine nature had remained united with both His soul and with His body.

	 

	How had He died? Willingly. He had offered a voluntary sacrifice, for death was not a necessity for Christ. Death is “the wages of sin” (Romans 6:23). If there was no sin, there would be no death. Christ had not been born under the covenant of works, but He had undertaken for the sinner. He had taken on the person of the sinner. And God had said “in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17). Now if Christ had not died, His work would not have been completed. Now that He has died, the whole Church of Christ has life in His death. And God grant that with respect to your own person you may say: “We, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son” (Romans 5:10).

	 

	Christ is dear to believers in His obedience. The apostle Paul writes that He became obedient “unto death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8). Christ made known the Name of His Father. He taught us God in His suffering and in His dying. He was not only a true man, but also a righteous man. “Therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). He Himself once said: “Which of you convinceth me of sin?” (John 8:46). That He was righteous was clearly heard especially at the end of His life. Five times Pilate said that He was righteous. The message of Pilate's wife also means something, beloved. She said: “Have thou nothing to do with that just man, for I have suffered many things  this day in the dream because of him” (Matthew 27:19). And then the testimony of Judas: “I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood” (Matthew 27:4). And that of the centurion: “Certainly this was a righteous man” (Luke 23:47).

	 

	Beloved, what godliness was demonstrated in the life of Christ. Consider the words on the cross. He began on the cross with a prayer for His most bitter enemies. How pure and full of God must the heart be when one can pray like that, and in such circumstances. “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). How did He think of others! “Woman” – not mother – “Woman, behold thy son” (John 19:26). She was not to be brought into unhappiness. And then also followed: “Behold thy mother” (John 19:27). What a kind word the malefactor received: “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). And what humility was expressed in the complaint “I thirst” (John 19:28). We would have turned away from men in bitter resentment. We would have made no request while people were doing such things to us. “Learn of me,” He had said, “for I am meek and lowly in heart” (Matthew 11:29). Till the end the recognition of God: “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46).

	 

	Christ is dear to believers because God is seen in Him. God dwells in the light which no man can approach unto (1 Timothy 6:16). He has said: “There shall no man see me, and live” (Exodus 33:20). Moses was a privileged man – but he only got to see the back parts of the Supreme Being (Exodus 33:23). But, beloved, when Christ is revealed to us, then we behold God. Then we behold Him in His glory. “The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran” (Acts 7:2). These words were spoken by Stephen. And the apostle Paul said in 2 Corinthians 4: “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (verse 6). We would never have any saving knowledge if Christ had not revealed God to us. In the Son we see the Father, as the Lord Jesus said: “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). And the apostle Paul says in the letter to the Hebrews that Christ is “the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person” (Hebrews 1:3). “The brightness” – God is a light, but we cannot see that light. Thus God would be eternally hidden from us. Now a beam of that light comes to man, and that beam is Christ. Thus it is that He said: “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father. I and my Father are one” (John 10:30). And I do not know if you can understand this, beloved. Have you ever said: “We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour”? (Hebrews 2:9) And according to 2 Corinthians 3 verse 18: “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord”? (2 Corinthians 3:18) If you have been able to say that according to the reality found in you, then you are a man who has been converted by God in Christ. For no one outside the elect receives this sight. The Church says in the 89th Psalm: “Thou did say of Him Whom Thou had sanctified, in a vision which contains so much comfort” (vs. 9 Dutch Psalter). It contains all comfort!

	 

	Listeners, we end by adding some things to what has been said. All that we have said to you is for the comfort of all who need comfort. In these things, the use of it is essential. Whoever does not make use of Christ has nothing of Him. Christ has been on earth, and who were helped by Him? All, ye say, all who came to Him. Those who came to Him were helped by Him, and it never happened that He turned anyone away. “Come,” so was His preaching, “come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). And in another place we find: “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). But this is the great secret: The use of Christ. This is the appropriation of Him. If there is no appropriation, then we may speak of faith, but that faith is not the real faith. You may also have heard it said of people who hear the preaching: “It is seen, but seeing is not yet possessing.” Beloved, if a man sees it, he possesses it. The question is whether he sees it by faith. If one sees things by a common light, one does not possess the things, but it comes down to beholding the things by faith. It comes down to appropriation. That the damned in hell know that Christ died for the sinner and was raised for his justification, (Romans 4:25), aggravates their judgment and makes their misery all the greater. You must have an appropriating faith. When is it an appropriating faith? When a person can see himself as a sinner, when everything is lost to us. For Christ came “not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Matthew 9:13). Have you ever seen and felt that you were empty, empty of everything? Empty of all true good? Then that was the moment to go out of that emptiness into the fullness of Christ. This is how Mary understood it, and this is how she was able to say: “He hath filled the hungry with good things” (Luke 1:53).

	People are eager to know if they have grace. They must not have discovered that they have grace. They must have discovered that they have no grace! Graceless people come to Christ. That is why the apostle Paul describes it so correctly – he says: “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly” (Romans 4:5). So if a man is deprived of everything, has nothing but guilt, nothing but what condemns him, then he is the person for Christ. He must have nothing but what condemns him. For Christ has borne the judgment for those who see themselves under judgment. Then, listeners, use is made of Christ. When a man makes use of Christ, then he sees, then he grasps the blood of Christ and brings it upon his conscience. Do you know what that is? That is the use of Christ: to seize the blood of Christ and bring it upon his conscience. When a person does that, miraculous things take place. Heaven comes to earth, heaven descends into the heart. And the sensation and enjoyment of such a heaven makes one say: “Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). A man then understands God. There are so few people who can understand God. Such a man understands Him. He understands that God is seeking. He used to think he was searching. Perhaps you also think you are searching. But that man now understands that God seeks, just as it is written: “And God seeks the driven away” (Ecclesiastes 3:15 Dutch Bible). Such a man then understands that. And if a man understands that, then he has been found by God. He then confirms the words of the apostle John: “We love him, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Ah, a man does not understand that. But such a man understands everything concerning the glory of God and the salvation of his immortal soul. “To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:19).

	 

	Beloved, how do you understand these words? Do you belong to these people? Oh, how fortunate it would be if there were several people here who could understand it. One of those who could understand this has recently been taken away from us. That means an empty place. That creates a loss, because there are so few people who are fundamentally able to understand God and themselves. If there are such people under the preaching, then something goes out from these people. It is of such a great significance what atmosphere there is under the preaching. Each one brings something. And now a child of God also brings something, and this affects the preaching. That is why the loss is so great. Because a child of God is sometimes given to support someone else. This is why they are called petitioners or intercessors. Although it is not given to a whole nation or people, the Lord does give it to an individual person. We are therefore taught to take heed when “the righteous is taken away from the evil to come” (Isaiah 57:1). God grant that the empty places may be filled by others over the years, and that you may be among those found by God.

	 

	Did God ever speak within you: “I have come to redeem you?” That is the beginning, for all our speaking before this speaking of the Lord is meaningless in regards to our salvation. “Behold, thy King cometh unto thee,” Zechariah prophesied, “he is just, and having salvation” (Zechariah 9:9). And these words of Zechariah have been quoted by the Evangelists (Matthew 21:5; John 12:15).

	 

	Conversion takes place the same way as Christ's coming to the disciples when they were gathered behind the closed doors (John 20:19). This is how conversion takes place. This is how faith, regeneration, the good beginning is worked. Suddenly Christ stood in the midst of the assembled disciples. That is how Christ suddenly stands in the midst of the heart. And then that person believes, he embraces Christ. And that is the good beginning. This, hearers, is what you should always pay attention to. “God seeks the driven away” (Ecclesiastes 3:15 Dutch Bible). And that is still encouraging to a man who has tried all kinds of ways and has not progressed, so that he must say with the fishermen: “We have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing” (Luke 5:5). Although he does not say the latter – for then it would be won, because then Christ would say “cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find” (John 21:6).

	Amen.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Oh, Lord, it was given to us to be gathered together in this place one more time, and to put ourselves in the way of preaching Thy divine gospel. We have the greatest interest in the knowledge of Thy gospel, for Thou says: “For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD.” And only in the Gospel art Thou known for the salvation of our souls in Christ.

	 

	Make us know both: the Law, and make us submit to it; and the Gospel, make us embrace it. Grant us Lord, to cast out the anchor of hope within the veil, for the first time or by renewal, for Thou art there with Thy offering and with Thy intercession. Thou, Who art the great High Priest, Who through Thy own blood did enter once into the sanctuary, having brought about an eternal salvation. Oh, give us to understand this parable.

	 

	Bless what has been spoken. Forgive what has been sinful in it. Sanctify Thy truth to our hearts. Neither leave nor forsake us. Guide us in our ways. Bring us to our own. Oh, grant us Thy grace, Lord, to search and examine Thy truth – the truth as it is in Thee.

	 

	Bless our own. Bless all who are in need, even the downtrodden and the bereaved, widows and orphans. Give many more to flee to Thee, and take refuge under Thy wings.

	Amen.

	 

	Psalm 146 verses 1 and 2 was sung.


7th Sermon on 1 Peter 2:27, preached on the 11th of May 1933 in Rotterdam

	 

	Psalm 119 verses 65, 66 and 67 were sung.

	1 Peter 2 was read.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Glorious, all-sufficient and gracious supreme Being, that it may be granted to us through Thy grace, to draw near to Thee and to speak to Thee in a manner pleasing to Thee and advantageous to us.

	 

	In Thy goodness and mercy Thou hast kept us, not only in life, but also in health and strength. With many it is different. Some were taken away from this life. Many are confined to a bed through sickness. Grant us to notice, acknowledge and appreciate Thy goodness, and make us to value the time of our life. Thou art God and no-one else, the all-sufficient, the gracious Father, Son and Holy Spirit; from Thee and through Thee and to Thee are all things. Thou art worthy to be sought, honoured and feared for Thine own sake. Whoever finds Thee finds life and shall obtain favour of the Thee.

	 

	What is found with Thee, we would seek in vain elsewhere, for Thou art the fulfilment of the desire that Thou hast put in the hearts of Thy chosen people.

	 

	Ah, remember us, and look upon us in the Son of Thy eternal love. We all need this, for all of us are guilty. We have brought judgment upon us through our sins, and we are incapable of doing any good and inclined to all evil. We are incapable and unwilling to ask for Thee. There is no one who does this, there is no one who seeks Thee. All of us have departed from Thee. We have all corrupted our ways. We are all reprobates and therefore, as from one mouth, Thy Church has confessed, that if Thou, O Lord, would enter into judgment, and mark iniquities, no one could stand before Thee.

	In separating, sending and surrendering the Son of Thy eternal love, Thou hast established a way of perfect salvation. In Christ Thou did reconcile the world unto Thyself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and hath committed the word of reconciliation unto us. Thou has come to us in the Son of Thy eternal love. Thou has come to us even in these moments. It is made known to us on Thy behalf that there is mercy, that Thou has no pleasure in the downfall, in the death of the wicked. We are told that Thou has pleasure in this: that the wicked repent and live.

	 

	Oh, give us to take notice of these things. Of ourselves we do not do this. There is neither voice, nor hearing, because we have fallen. We have fallen into the realm of the prince of darkness. We are under the ruler of this world. In our estimation good is evil, and we account Thee as our adversary, and we account our adversary as our god. Thus all is wrong, and we follow darkness, being in darkness. Ah, discover these things to us, and draw us out of the power of darkness into Thy marvellous light. Make us to know Thee and ourselves. Bring us into union, for the first time or by renewal, with the Son of Thy eternal love. Make us to behold Thee in Him, who is Thy image and the brightness of Thy glory, and thus by Thy gracious operation make us to seek Thee and take Thy Word to heart: “Seek ye the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near.”

	 

	Give us also Thy grace to persevere in Thy way, to persevere to the end. And when our last moment shall have come, that we may then lay our heads down on Thy everlasting righteousness and on Thy unchanging promises.

	 

	Lord, give us Thy testimony in the opening of our lips. Make us speak according to the sense and meaning of Thy Spirit. That which lives, give us to proclaim it; and Thou art the ever-living, all-loving and gracious Jehovah. That we may be united in our hearts with the apostle's words: “For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” For Thou, Lord Jesus, art life, Thou art righteousness and holiness, Thou art strength. Thou art everything for those who know and seek Thee.

	 

	Prepare a place in our hearts for Thy testimony. Thy Word abideth for ever. Everything else is transitory. Contemplations, theories and opinions, they are transitory, but Thy Word is eternal even as Thou art. Lord, make us cling to Thee before it is too late, as seeing the unseen, holding Thy Divine testimony as true and relying on Thy everlasting righteousness.

	 

	Remember the sick, the suffering and the dying. Have mercy on the oppressed, the lonely, the elderly, the infirm and the prisoners. Still teach someone here and there the way of life.

	Amen.

	 

	Sermon:

	 

	We draw your attention again to the words at the beginning of 1 Peter 2 verse 7: “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.”

	 

	Psalm 36 verse 3 was sung.

	 

	The Lord Jesus, my very dear listeners, is precious to believers in the work He has done in them. The elect would never have asked for Christ. Man is averse, his mind is enmity against his creator and benefactor. His mind is darkened. And how then could he seek God? He does not know what is at stake. He does not know God. The way of salvation is hidden from him, and he would never have the answer to the question what it is to seek God. His will is utterly corrupt. Christ once said in the days of His walk on earth: “Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life” (John 5:40). And it is like that, for every man is opposed to being saved by another. He says: “We are lords, we will come no more unto thee” (Jeremiah 2:31). He has no love, but hatred.

	 

	Christ stood at the door. He knocked and entered (Revelation 3:20). In an instant, suddenly and unexpectedly, He was in the heart. His voice was heard: “Behold me, behold me” (Isaiah 65:1). This is never forgotten by the believer. He had nothing, no light, no desire, no strength, no righteousness, no holiness. He had sin and guilt, ignorance and folly. The Lord had brought everything: light, so that the mind beheld God, righteousness, strength, holiness, deliverance, salvation, a God and Father, a blissful heaven, fulfilment of needs, not only for the soul, but also for the body, faith, hope and love, and the answers to all life's questions.

	 

	Christ is precious to believers in what He does for them. Christ is in heaven. On the fortieth day after His resurrection from the grave, the human nature, which was prepared for Him in Mary, which was nailed to the cross by us, which was laid in the tomb by Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus – thus the human nature, in which the sacrifice had been made – ascended into the third heaven with God at the right hand of the Majesty in the highest heavens (Hebrews 1:3). The congregation sees this, and by a sincere faith she says with the apostle: “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man” (Hebrews 2:9).

	 

	And in answer to the question “Of what advantage to us is Christ's ascension into heaven?” she says: “First, that He is our Advocate in the presence of His Father in heaven; second, that we have our flesh in heaven for a sure pledge that He, as the Head, will also take us, His members, up to Himself; third, that He sends us His Spirit as an earnest, by whose power we seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God, and not the things that are upon the earth” (Heidelberg Catechism question and answer 49).

	 

	A believer does not simply approach the Father. He needs a mediator, a mediator and advocate, who stands between the Godhead and himself. In Jesus Christ he has a mediator and advocate. He beholds His sacrifice and intercession, and seeing and depending on this, he approaches the Father. The flesh that the Lord Jesus brought into heaven at His ascension is the flesh of the believer. And, listeners, where Christ is the head, and the believers are incorporated into Christ, there it is certain that the believers, the small and the great, will one day be where Jesus Christ is. Surely the head cannot be separated from His body.

	 

	For a pledge, for an earnest, the believer has the Holy Spirit. To the intercession, which is founded on the sacrifice of Christ, God, according to His promise, sends the Holy Spirit. This Spirit dwells and works in the believer. He regenerates the elect. He offers him Christ and He puts the mark, the Divine mark, on his immortal soul. The apostle Paul writes: “In whom also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise” (Ephesians 1:13). The Spirit is a power in the believer by which the things above are sought. Of himself, a man does not ask for God. Yet if he does, when he truly says: “Where is God my maker, who giveth songs in the night?” (Job 35:10), then it is through the power and indwelling of the Holy Spirit. In the early morning, when the sun was rising (Mark 16:2), the women went to the tomb of Joseph of Arimathaea. They showed that they had lost everything and that the promise to them had been fulfilled: “The eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken” (Isaiah 32:3). How did that come about? What was the cause of this? The Spirit was in them. The Spirit was drawing them!

	 

	Christ is precious to believers in His indwelling. The indwelling of Christ in the heart is much talked about in the scriptures. This is understandable, because it is on this indwelling that everything depends. If a person only remains outside of Christ, he is lost, he is lost forever! The Gospel of John speaks much of Christ's indwelling. In the apostle Paul's letters too. Yes, one could say: throughout the whole scriptures. Christ dwells in the heart, and the believer's heart is in Christ. Christ is in the heart by His Spirit, and faith causes the heart to be in the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	Faith is a work of the Spirit. Where the Spirit is not, faith is also missing. Listeners, the Holy Spirit is the bond between Christ and the soul. And from this union flows the partaking of the benefits of the covenant of grace. Outside the fellowship with Christ one has no part in any saving good. But if one is in Christ, then one possesses everything. This is why the apostle Paul writes: “Christ is all, and in all” (Colossians 3:11).

	 

	Adam's debt is reckoned to our account. His sin is our sin. How come? We were in Adam. All mankind was in Adam at the establishment of the first covenant. “And hath made of one blood all nations of men” (Acts 17:26).

	 

	The Lord Jesus Christ has righteousness and the Holy Spirit. If we are found in Him, we too have righteousness and in us is found the Holy Spirit. His righteousness is imputed to us and His Spirit is given to us. “That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Christ Jesus; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith” (Galatians 3:14). This, that the righteousness of the Lord is imputed to us, signifies our justification. That the Holy Spirit has been given to us signifies our quickening.

	 

	Beloved, what is the Christian life? The Christian life is leaning on another, on the righteousness of another, and living by the power of another, and this results in benefits to one's neighbour. Where these things are found, where one relies on the righteousness of another, that is of Christ, where one lives by the Spirit, by the power of another, that is by the Holy Spirit, and where this is advantageous to one's neighbour, that is where there is true, spiritual, Christian life, and to such a person the Lord Jesus said: “Because I live, ye shall live also” (John 14:19).

	 

	The Lord Jesus is precious to believers from the assurance they receive from Him in respect to their participation in grace. The indwelling of Christ in the heart, and the heart being in Christ, is often strongly disputed. Often the believer has to wonder whether he has not deceived himself. He sometimes says: “Oh, it can come so far without the root of the matter being present. There can be a certain sight of salvation. There may be a certain humiliation, a sadness because of sin. There may be desires, strong desires towards salvation, towards conversion. And then, after all, Scripture and the teaching of the Church of Christ teach that all this can still be a common, that is, not a saving, work.”

	 

	What path does the believer then take? Listeners, people cannot help him. He cannot help himself and books cannot help him either. But he goes to the Lord, and brought to the Lord, he lays it all open before God and he asks: “Lord, is it not known to Thee that I have been humbled and have agreed with Thee? Is it not known to Thee that upon this I came to Thee, that I embraced Thee and appropriated Thee? Is it not known to Thee that I experienced Thy forgiving love? That the secret of having a right to life was revealed to my heart? Is it not known to Thee that I surrendered myself to Thee with the confidence of my heart, that Thou would make it according to Thy word and promise? Lord, has this been my work, or has it been Thy work?” And then, listeners, it happens many a time that under this labour one is strengthened with strength in the soul, (Psalm 138:3), so that within one's heart one hears again the testimony that one is a child of God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	Here we leave it again for now, in order, if it pleases the Lord, to continue at another time. 

	 

	Listeners, I have told you what it comes down to. We must rely on the righteousness of Christ, and live through His strength. Do you do that? Do you do that? It is one of two things. Either one relies on his heart, on the goodness found in it, on the desire found in it, on the softness that is sometimes there. But if one does not rely on his heart, then one relies on the righteousness of Christ. The believer knows this, for every one who by the grace of God relies on the righteousness that is in Christ knows that he has first relied on his own heart. This word is understood by every quickened person: “He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool” (Proverbs 28:26). Do ye know of the appropriation of Christ's righteousness by faith? Did you look to Christ's righteousness and were you then brought to embrace it? Yes? And what did you then experience? Did you then understand the sweet secret of the forgiveness of sins? Was the image of God imprinted on you? And by embracing the Gospel through faith, did you receive the Holy Spirit?

	 

	Secondly: Do you live through another? Are you dead or are you alive? If you are alive, then you are dead, and if you are alive in yourselves, then you lack life. All the living are dead in themselves and barren in themselves. And for these dead, God lives in heaven in Jesus Christ. Every one who has grace is a lost man; not a seeker of God, but a reprobate; not a praying person, but a curser; not a friend, but an enemy of God. And yet, though all this is so, God gives him to say: “Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee” (Psalm 73:25). All who have grace must be helped. He needs to be served. He needs the ministerial service of Christ in heaven. He needs Christ as a teacher, for he does not know the way. He needs Christ as a high priest, for he stands before God like Joshua the high priest, with filthy garments (Zechariah 3). He needs Christ as a king, for it is not possible for him to rule himself.

	 

	Listeners, by these things you might examine yourselves. Examine whether you are in the faith; whether the foundation of your hope is outside of you; and whether the Holy Spirit through the offering and intercession of Christ has been given to you.

	 

	True faith is absolutely necessary. A man cannot expect any salvation if he has not stepped out of himself and all that is his, and is united with God. Know this, listeners! And if someone asks: “Is all that precedes union with Christ inadequate?” then I would like to say this: Don't spend another minute with these and such questions now; that is harmful. People that have time for that do not need salvation, do not miss God. But if you miss God, and if you feel that under everything and in spite of everything you have no foundation, then it does not satisfy you to occupy yourself with such questions. You know – yes, you know – that if you die like this, you are lost forever. I say: you know, because in everything and in spite of everything you feel that the foundation is not there. And, beloved, as surely as the Holy Scripture is the unerring testimony of God, so surely will Christ say to all who die without the right foundation: “I never knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matthew 7:23). “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). And then everything we experienced in this life on earth will make our sufferings heavier.

	 

	Beloved, it says: “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found; call ye upon him while he is near” (Isaiah 55:6). And if you are found by God, then the Supreme Being in His ways and in His manner will then make known to you that it was He, that it was He Himself, Who revealed Himself to you for the salvation of your immortal soul and for the glorification of His own Name. This should be your concern. Not, that you know that you have grace, but that you seize grace as it is offered to us by God in Christ.

	Amen.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Blessed, all-sufficient and gracious Supreme Being. Thus Thou made us hear again at this time of night what is for our peace. Oh, that Thou would give us to believe these things. We think evil of Thee. We do not trust what Thou says, and by this we show that we are in darkness. Oh, let us see this. Make us understand that in everything we have a wrong judgement. Make us know Thee in the face of Thy Son. Then we will seek Thee, and declare before Thee in sincerity that we have suspected Thee through our unbelief. Oh, we say we accept the Bible, but surely we do not accept this word in the Bible: “As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live.” Oh, make us see that we reject the whole Bible, that we reject Thee, and that we must do so because we are fallen and we could not maintain our own ways otherwise. Teach us to understand that in rejecting ourselves is our life, according to Thy Word and Testimony: “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.” “Turn thou us unto thee, O LORD, and we shall be turned.”

	 

	Guide us in our ways and bring us to our own and to what is ours. Bless, strengthen and comfort all that come to Thee for blessing. Add to Thy Church, and keep Thy people standing, strengthen them; lead them by Thy Holy Spirit and by Thy everlasting Word.

	Amen.

	 

	Psalm 19 verse 7 was sung.


8th Sermon on 1 Peter 2:27, preached on the 22nd of June 1933 in Rotterdam

	 

	Psalm 111 verses 1, 2 and 3 were sung.

	1 Peter 2 was read.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Glorious, all-sufficient and gracious supreme Being, eternal, only and triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, oh, grant us in these moments, in which we enjoy the great privilege of being gathered around Thy Divine and blessed Testimony, to draw near to Thee with deep reverence, with the confession of our unworthiness, and with a true desire to be found in Him whose righteousness saves from death.

	 

	Thou has not only preserved us all in Thy goodness and mercy, but has blessed and done us good, and that in many ways. Thy mercies were new upon us continually. Ah, that Thy goodness may continually affect us. Grant that we may be led by it to repentance. Thou art God and none else. Thou art the origin of all that is good. To know Thee is life. He who finds Thee finds life and shall obtain favour from Thee. Thy paths are pleasantness and pure goodness, so that every one who follows them may say with the psalmist of old: “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.”

	 

	Ah, we are fools. We have turned our backs to Thee. We wander further and further away from Thee, and we are incapable and even unwilling to return to Thee. We say to Thee in all our actions: “Depart from us, for we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways.” Thou would have been righteous if Thou had rejected us from before Thee, but in Thy goodness and mercy Thou has made it otherwise. Thou did reconcile the world to Thyself in the Son of Thy love, and in Him who was delivered up for our sins and raised up for our justification, Thou does come to us and has also come to us in these moments, telling us that Thou has no pleasure in our death. Yea, Thou does cry to us that we must turn to Thee and be saved. Ah, make us understand these things, and notice them and believe them with our whole heart.

	 

	Give us Thy testimony in the opening of our lips, and make us speak according to the sense and meaning of Thy Spirit. Do not enter into judgment with us or any of us. Look upon us in the Son of Thy love, and by Thy grace grant us Thy guidance. Only when Thou makes us capable and willing to surrender to Thy guidance will we be enabled to preach the Word.

	 

	Prepare a place in our hearts for Thy testimony. If it remained outside of us, it would do us no good. We must perish then, for only Thy Word gives us salvation. Illuminate our minds then with Thy divine light. Let Thy power work in us to bring us to Thee, for with Thee is the fountain of life, and in Thy light we see the light. Maintain, comfort and strengthen Thy Church. Keep her standing. Make her able and willing to follow Thee, not only through prosperity, but also through adversity.

	 

	Remember the sick, the suffering and dying, the lonely, the abandoned, the infirm, the prisoners and those without hope. Have mercy on all that sigh to Thee. Remember our people and the royal family. Bless what is destined to be blessed.

	Amen.

	 

	Sermon:

	 

	My very dear listeners, we draw your attention once again to 1 Peter 2 verse 7, the beginning. You know that we have already spoken to you several times about this. Also in this evening hour we wish to deal with this matter. So 1 Peter 2 verse 7, the beginning: “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious.”

	 

	Psalm 19 verse 5 was sung.

	 

	The Lord Jesus, my dear listeners, is precious to His believers in His betrothal. Marriage is set aside for eternity, the betrothal takes place here. He, with all His things, has come into their possession. They, with their things, have passed over to Him. And who is He and who are they? He is the true God. The apostle John, and with him the Church of the Lord, says: “This is the true God and eternal Life” (1 John 5:20). He is the Son of God, who receives from the Father the Divine Being, therefore He said during His abode on earth: “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). He is true and righteous man, God and man in one Person. He is the antitype of Isaac, to whom the Father has entrusted everything, the heir of all things. He is All and He owns everything. Material, spiritual and eternal benefits are in His hand. From Him is the gold and the silver and the cattle on a thousand mountains (Psalm 50:10). He is the Righteousness. His righteousness is a righteousness that is held with God for righteousness. His Spirit is the Holy Spirit, Whom He causes to go forth with the Father from eternity to eternity. He has three glorious offices: He is a Prophet. He leads in the truth. He makes the depths of God known, and when someone is taught by Him, they say: 

	 

	His testimony sure

	Forever shall endure; 

	It makes the simple wise (Psalm 19:3)

	 

	He is a Priest, who continually, night and day, instructs all His people in all their needs and wants. “Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands” (Isaiah 49:16). He is a King, who leads, shelters and protects His people, in order to be able to present them soon to His Father, cleansed from everything forever, for eternity.

	 

	And who are they? They are sinners, sinners through and through. Every single one of them is guilty of the violation of a Law whose main principle is love of God and love of our neighbour. They are children of the world, taking in what is seen and neglecting what is not seen, deaf to the word: “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else” (Isaiah 45:22). They are children of the devil, thinking that God is a devil, and the devil is “the good god”, standing under the dominion of Beelzebub, the ruler of this world, impotent, depraved creatures, incapable of any good and inclined to all evil.

	 

	The Lord is precious to His own in the work He is continually doing to assure them that He is with them and will remain with them forever. You know that true faith is the bond between the Lord and the soul. When Christ has come into the heart by His Spirit, then the heart opens to Him, and this is faith, genuine, soul-saving faith.

	 

	Faith is certainty. At least the apostle Paul was of this opinion. He describes faith with these words: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Faith is a firm foundation, for one rests on the Unchanging One, the Faithful One, and on the Word and covenant that knows of no wavering. But, listeners, this does not take away the fact that the believer needs and continues to need strengthening. The father of the child in the Gospel of Mark prayed “Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:24). It was said to the sister of Lazarus: “Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” (John 11:40). The disciples were rebuked for their lack of faith (Matthew 8:26).

	 

	Certainly, the called one believes, but he is in a certain sense an unbeliever. Listeners, a believer often thinks: “The matter is so great – to have God as his Father, Jesus as his elder Brother, the Holy Spirit as his Comforter, the Church as his mother – these things are so great! Suppose it was not true that I believe... Suppose my faith was an imposed thing... After all, Scripture and experience demonstrate that the false resembles the genuine. So few are found who have the true faith!” And the believer goes on to think: “Surely the Lord Himself has said that. Did He not preach and say: Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able (Luke 13:24). Ah, I need only glance superficially into the Word to have these things confirmed. And would I, I then, possess the true faith? I, who am so insensible, I, who so continually spoil it. I, who should to be a teacher because of the time, and now still need milk and the first principles” (Hebrews 5:12).

	 

	Then, listeners, there are temptations, and these temptations are sometimes great. Sometimes so great that if they lasted a few moments, one would not be able to live. The psalmist of one of the psalms had experience of this. He writes: “I said in my haste: I am cut off from before thine eyes: nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my supplications when I cried unto thee” (Psalm 31:22).

	 

	Sometimes it pleases the Lord to put His people in a difficult position. There they stand alone. Listeners, then people come from all sides. One has good advice for us. Another thinks he has to rebuke us. A third has an experience that relates to the matter affecting the person who has been brought into that difficult position. Many a person comes to accuse us, to point out to us that we have taken an entirely wrong path. Others walk with us, saying, “The Lord is with you!”, cheering us on, but retreating as soon as it appears that, in God's way, there can be no question of a whole crowd cheering us on.

	 

	Beloved, Christ prays that faith may not cease (Luke 22:32), and now He leads His own into the inner chamber. He teaches them concerning His ways. He gives them a glimpse into eternity. Then He floods them with His divine love, so much so that sometimes they have enough to do to bear it. One time He makes them active and enables them to make everything known to Him, from the beginning to the end. During this work, He infuses them with His Spirit, so that before they are well and truly at the end, they begin to cry out “I have grace, I have grace!” And at other times He shows them for whom the promises are, and by Godly light causes them to look to themselves and understand that they are the persons spoken about, for example, in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:1-12).

	 

	The Lord is precious to His own in His leading. What could not be said, beloved, about God's leading of His Church in general and of the believer in particular! Jacob said: “with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands” (Genesis 32:10). David sang: “The LORD is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures” (Psalm 23:1, 2). Jeremiah was also of this spirit. He testified: “It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not” (Lamentations 3:22). And the apostle Paul, this man said: “Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day” (Acts 26:22). We also have from him these words: “But by the grace of God I am what I am” (1 Corinthians 15:10). There is not one believer who doesn't say with the psalmist: “Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God?” (Psalm 77:13). What wonderful events have taken place. Listeners, who in the Church would have thought that God would become his God? And that in such a way and so unexpectedly, suddenly, quickly, in an indivisible instant? Who among the children of God would have thought that the Bible was a book in which one can find something for every circumstance, for every difficulty, for every perplexity? Listeners, Jacob said to Joseph: “I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed” (Genesis 48:11). One had not thought, no, one could not have thought that God would be Who He says in His Word that He is. One could not have thought that everything is so true. The psalmist sings: “God's hidden searching find souls in whom His fear dwells” (Psalm 25:7 Dutch Psalter).

	 

	For most people, there is doubt. People do not believe what the Bible says as firmly as they think. Beloved, the Bible is engraved in the heart of a child of God, so that one says: “It is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth” (1 John 5:6). One could not have imagined that there would be salvation from such a great difficulty as one sometimes finds oneself in. One could not have imagined that everything, everything is in God's hand, that a human being, even a child of God, is so completely meaningless, and that the Lord, the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is everything and does everything. No, one could not have thought that. One could not have thought that in some events and in some of God's works one would have a source of joy for all of life. No, one could not have thought that. What rich events did not sometimes take place. God wanted to bless us, and He also wanted to make one of us His own and not let him die without comfort in his heart. What a salvation was not sometimes prepared! Truly, God does miracles, He alone. This is the unanimous testimony of the entire Church of God.

	 

	The Lord is precious to believers in His return. They come, being drawn, but oh, they also go away again. One moment it is “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16), and the next moment “Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee”, so that the Lord must say: “Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men” (Matthew 16:22, 23). One moment it is “Rabboni” and the next minute it is all wrong again, so that the Lord must gently give the rebuke “Touch Me not” (John 20:16, 17). One does not think it, that the Lord returns. A man can go back, but he cannot return. The psalmist of Psalm 119 confessed, wept it out: “I have wandered like a lost sheep; seek thy servant” (Psalm 119:176). Beloved, the Lord is so caring. He is so loving, so pardoning. And He does not abandon the work that His hand began. When the time comes, He comes. And when He has come, then we will come. “They shall come with weeping, and with supplications I will lead them: I will lead them beside streams of water in a right way, wherein they shall not stumble” (Jeremiah 31:9).

	 

	The Lord is precious to His own in the means of grace. Beloved, where is it more pleasant, where is it better, where is it safer than where the Gospel, where the Law and the Gospel are proclaimed? Oh, have you ever listened to what rises in respect to this from the heart of a truly converted person, saying: “How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts! I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness” (Psalm 84:1, 10). What did they behold in the institutions? No less than a triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Where the Word is, there is God. And, listeners, the heart is then opened under and by the preaching in the hand of the Spirit, then God is seen. “I have seen Thee in the sanctuary”, (Psalm 63:2), that is, in the institutions.

	 

	The Lord is precious to His own in His people. They see God in that people, and they love them for His sake.

	 

	And to mention no more, the Lord is precious to His own in His coming on the clouds of heaven to judge the living and the dead. Do ye know what the greatest expression is that a child of God gets to say here? It is this: “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20).

	 

	Beloved, have I expressed what God caused your heart to experience? See there the question! You must not come here out of habit. You must not come here to hear a man. You must come here to appropriate.

	 

	God has three great gifts for a human being. Do you know that? We will tell you. The first gift is: the Father. The second gift is: the Son. The third gift is: the Holy Spirit. God never gives less, because if we had less, we would have to perish forever. The Lord knows what we need – we say that, don't we? I don't know if we believe it. The Lord knows what we need, and that is why He does this: He gives Himself. Not by showing you something from or of heaven, not by giving you a vision or allowing you to dream. He does it through His Word; through the preaching He gives it. When you sit under the preaching or read the Bible, do you know what happens? Then God is laid at your feet. He is given to you in your hand, in your mouth and in your heart. And now your calling is to appropriate Him. And if you appropriate Him, then you have Him. If you do not appropriate Him, then you do not have Him. You must not think “That is easily said!” That is not the point, but the point is that you have done it. And therefore I say to you: This is what we must ask ourselves: Have we done it? Have we taken hold of God, after He has taken hold of us in Christ Jesus? And if we have God, then we have everything. First of all, a refuge for our guilty, lost and completely unclean soul. And if we do not have God, then we always go to the devil or to men, and we forsake the Supreme Being. You must not think that there is another way in between, because there are two ways. One is the way of faith and the other is the way of unbelief.

	 

	Beloved, now ye must examine yourselves. If you have not appropriated God in Christ, then you must fall down before God. When I say “must”, I do not think you could do this of yourselves, but I am directing you, and you must say: “Lord, I miss Thee; so I must perish forever! I am worthy to perish forever. I am not worthy to be called Thy child, for I have sinned against heaven and before Thee. If Thou did punish me in Thy wrath, if Thou did reject me from Thy face, Lord, it would be righteousness. But oh, Thou hast a Son, and in that Son Thou art accessible... I see by Thy grace that Thou hast a Son, and that His blood cleanseth from all sin. Ah, look upon me in Him. Take me up into Him.”

	 

	Beloved, you must embrace Christ, appropriate His gifts of grace, and then go through Christ to the Father, putting your trust in the word the Father has spoken through the Son: “All that the Father giveth Me shall come unto Me; and he that cometh unto Me I will by no means cast out” (John 6:37). And then by the grace of God you must believe this, and lean – not on what you have done, but on the virtues of God, wherein is eternity to be saved. If you do, then you are saved; and if you do not, then you die without grace.

	Amen.

	 

	Prayer:

	 

	Lord, bless what has been spoken. Graciously forgive the sinful in it, the wrong. Mercifully forgive all that is sinful. Look upon us in the Son of Thy love and out of Thy fullness give us what we need to be able to come, for the first time or by renewal, confessing our guilt which reaches unto heaven, our sinful state, looking upon the all-cleansing blood and looking upon Thy promise, which makes alive a congregation that is dead in itself.

	 

	Ah, neither leave nor forsake us. Lead us, govern us, and especially give us Thy grace to enable us be led. Thou art willing to lead us and we are unwilling to be led. But by Thy grace make us yield ourselves to the leading of Thy Spirit. Lord, how great would that be! Then we would walk in the straight paths and we would have peace. We would have peace with Thee and peace with everything, peace in our minds.

	Amen

	 

	Psalm 68 verse 12 was sung.
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Aantekeningen

		[←1]

	 The Dutch Bible says: “Behold, if he killed me, yet will I trust in him”. 





	[←2]

	 Aurelius Augustine (354-430), Confessions.
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